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CONSIDERATIONS 
ON A 
Late Pamphlet on the 
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WHEREIN 


Some Paſſages in that Book are farther ex- 
plained and illuſtrated, with ſuitable Re- 
marks thereon. 


The whole being intended, by a free and candid 
Examination of Facts, to remove all ſuch Ob- 
jections, which, it is moſt natural to believe, 
the Want of farther Explanations, &c. may 
occaſion, ſhould the ſaving of the National: 
Timber ever become the Object of this 
Nariox's Regard. 
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THE 


PREFACE. 


T H E Scarcity of Timber, more particularly 
that Sort of which our Ships are conſtructed, 
having been for ſome time paſt the General Topic of 
Converſation, the Want of which beginning now to 
be every where felt, and, by thoſe who are really a- 
date to the Intereſt of their Country, to be ſeriouſly 
| thought on; it muſt therefore give no ſmall Satis- 
Faction to the latter, that ſome Hints have been al- 
ready thrown out, tending to the future Security 
and Preſervation of the Oak, that valuable Mate- 
rial, from which our Floating Caſtles, our Mighty 
Fleets, are formed. | 
In the proſecuting of a Plan, ſo highly intereſting 
to theſe Kingdoms as the ſaving of the National. 
Timber, we pretend to derive no other Merit from 
the Undertaking, than barely what we have et. 
forth in the Title-page. . 
s bat has been already offered by the Autan of 
the late ADDRESS to the PEOPL Ecoft 
ENGLAND, will be allowed to be ſufficient- 
ly clear and convincing, to every intelligent Man. 
acquainted with the Nature and Con{titution of 
His Majeſty's Yards, that an Amendi nent therein 
is as much wanted, as it is poſſible it c chu wiſh'd - 
# B 5 


fer 8 


for : Wanted on many Accounts, both in regard td 


the Value of the: Loſs of Time, and the great Part 


of uſeful Timber which is now deſtroyed ;, and wiſh- 
ed for, as it appears to be the moſt likely Channel 


through which the' Artificer will find Relief: 
Moreover, as it will prove the Means of introduc- 
ing Order and Regularity, the Fence to which, it is 


to be feared, hath long ſince been broken down, from 


the Continuation of Practices ſo very obnoxious 


to it. 


And although there cannot be the leaſt Shagow 


of Doubt remaining, but that all this will be grant- 


ed.by Men of a ſpeculative Turn, who, from the 


Nature of their Office, have had frequent Opportu- 
nities of viſiting the Royal Docks'; yet notwith- 


ſtanding, ſo long as the Power of approving or 
rejecting is lodged in the Hands of thoſe, who,. 


with all Deference be it ſpoken, cannot be imagined 
to be ſo well acquainted with Affairs of this Nature, 


that have immediate Relation to the Navy-yards, - 
as thoſe are, who, by the King's Commiſſion, have 


the Superintendency of them; it is therefore much to 
be doubted, whether the Auther of a late Publica- 
tion ſucceeds altogether to his Wiſhes. If indeed 
his Deſign went no farther than to awaken Alten- 
tion, and to excite Inquiry, as to the Subject be 
wrote upon ; ſo far, in all Probability, he may not be 
diſappcinted: Yet had he but for a Moment's Time 


conſidered, in whom the Conſtitution had veſted the 
Privilege of judging and determining in Matters of 
ſuch Concernment to the State, and, for wiſe Reaſons, 
Jo to judge and to determine; it might have led 
bim to the introducing of ſome Proofs, for Proofs 


were wanting, aud therefore expefted, in Support 
1 


and 


F 


and in Confirmation F the ſeeming Probabilities 
therein advanced. For notwithſtanding 'a Hint or 
two, to ſome, might have been ſufficient" to have 
pointed ont the Utility of making. to the © Artificers 
of his Majeſty's Yards, @ Compenſation in lien of 
their Privilege of the Waſte-wood, or Chips; yet, 
in order to move the Aſſent of thoſe, by whom the 
Manewvres of the Royal Docks are not entirely 
under ſtood, — farther Explanations, ſtronger Ar- 
guments, became neceſſary. — Be it then our Taſk, 
io elucidate, where we ſee Occafion, to endeavour 
by cloſe and long Obſervation to evince, and from 
Experiment #0 demonſtrate, the great Reaſonable- 
neſs of what hath been hitherto advanced on this 
Head. In the Courſe of which, as we mean well, 
and intend to proceed with Circumſpection, with 
Candour, and an impartial Regard to Truth ; we 
can therefore have no Occaſion to reproach our- 
ſelves, ſhould the Event not turn out to our Expec- 
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tation. 
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N aſcertaining the Artificer's Claim of Pri- 


vilege, which we ſhall 7 begin with, we 
have to obſerve, That, from the earlieſt 


Inſtitution of His Majeſty's Dock-yards, the Ship... 


Wright, &c. &c. &c. (for ſo it hath been hand- 
ed down from Father to Son) have been al. 
lowed to carry away the Waſte - wood, or 


7 


Chips, which in the Courſe of their Work they 


lawfully made, either in the Operation of bewing 


with the Axe, or in dubbing, as it is termed, 


with the Adze, &c. To ſuch Perquiſite, which 
we never remember to have heard ſo much as 
once called in queſtion, the King's Artificers 
have ever claimed the ſame Right, as to their 
Wages. >. 8 4 

The preſent Day-pay of the Sipwright, and 


Caulker, which is Two Shillings and One Penny, 


and the other Workmen in proportion, down 
to the Labourer, who hath no more. than One 


Shilling and One Penny, was firſt ſettled, ſome 


time about the Year, 1636. About ſixty Years 


after this, as appears by a Copy of the Stand- 


ing Orders from the Honourable Navy-Board, in- 
ſerted in the Pamphlet here referred to, we are 
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made to underſtand, what Part of the Timber, 
&c.- the Officers, as well as-the-Horkmen,—are- 
prohibited from applying to their private Uſe. 

As we may have Occaſion hereafter, to diſ- 
cuſs a Poifit or two, in regard to theſe Orders, 
we have thought it convenient to tranſcribe as 
much of them as will anſwer that, Purpoſe, viz. 

n 1 Fg 2 — 


By the Principal Officers and Com- 
miſſioners of his Majeſty's Navy. 
*W HE REAS there is Reaſon to appre- 
6.3 hend that the Officers of His Majeſty's. 
* Yards, &c. &c. do connive at the cuttin 
up ſerviceable Timber, &c. for private Uſes; 
when by an Order of this Board, dated the 
* 16th of September, 1686, 2 
No Officer is to employ the King's Ship- 
* keepers, Labourers, or Workmen of any 
% Kind, in their Houſes, Stables, or Gardens, 
*©-which is particularly prohibited by the Seven- 
e 'teenth Article of the Lord High Admirals 
*© Inſtruftions to the Clerk of the Cheque, 
% &c, &c.“ 
When by a printed Publication, dated 
the 2d of September, 1995, ſigned by the 
Right Honourable the Lords Commiſſioners of 
"the Admiralty, upon Information of the like 
evil Practices; the reſpective Officers, which 
then did, or ſhould hereafter, belong to His 
* Majeſty's Yards, were ſtrictly charged, 
Neither to order or permit the cutting out. 


1 * 


Lor converting to Chips, or other private Uſes,” 


any 


ET] 
« any new Slabs, But-ends, Top - ends, or 
any new or old Timber, Plank, or other 
„Stuff whatſoeyer ; and, if any Officer or 
* Workman ſhould embezzle any of His Ma- 
<« jeſty's Stores, or commit any other Abuſe, 


* contrary to the Rules and Directions which 


had been then, or ſhould hereafter be given by 


* the Commiſſioners of the Navy; they ſhould 


not only be diſmiſſed, but puniſhed with the 
« utmoſt Severity of the Law:“ 

© It is hereby again enjoined, That all and 
< ſingular the Officers, Workmen, Labourers, 


and others employed in His Majeſty's Yards, 
do duly and punctually obſerve and execute 
all the Particulars contained in the aforeſaid - 
© Orders (as far as they relate to them reſpec 


< tively), as they will anſwer the contrary. at 
© their Perils.” 68 


£ Dated at the Navy-Office, the 13th 


* of September, 1721.“ 


Having cited Part of the Standing Orders of 
the Honourable Navy- Board, which, from Time 
to Time, have been ſtrictly enjoined to be, and 


accordingly are, kept conſtantly hung up, in 
one or other of the moſt public Places or Of- 


fices in the Dock-yards; we proceed to make 


one or'two Remarks thereon. 


The Navy-Board, well knowing what Part of 
the ſmall Materials would be more or leſs conti- : 
nually expoſed to Danger, and which the Arti- 
ficer, from the Privilege of applying to his own 
private Ule, what Waſte he lawfully made, 


might, on many Occaſions, be tempted to make 
free with; the Navy-Board, therefore, as afore- 
8 | ſaid, 
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faid, wiſely foreſeeing this, did, by Authority 
from the Lords Commiſſoners of the Admiralty, 
ſtrictly charge the reſpective Officers, &c, &c. 
under the ſevereſt Penalties that could be in- 
flicted, neither to order or permit the cuttin 

out, or converting to Chips, ſuch of the Mate- 
rials as we find, in the aforeſaid Orders, to have 
been prohibited. Hence we may learn at what 
Board it is molt natural for us at all Times to 
look for a general Knowledge of the Works and 
Methods of His Majeſty's Navy, more particu- 
larly thoſe incident to the Dock-yards. — As a 


Proof to which, we diſcover, that moſt of the 


Articles hinted in the late Pamphlet, to have 
been in great Part waſtefully and wrong fully ap- 
plied, are of the ſame Name and Quality with 
them above reſtricted. 
What! (ſome People may ſay, too apt to miſ- 
conſtrue and to find Fault), does the Writer of 
this Pamphlet take upon him to defend a Book, 
which, according to his own Confeſſion, indi- 
cates a Diſobedience of Orders? viz. the havin 
wrongfully applied ſuch and ſuch Parts of the 
Materials to the Workmens Uſe, which in 


Truth and in Fact, we find, they ought not to 


have meddled with. As well, indeed, he might 
have pretended to have vindicated a Centinel's 
going off his Station For my Part, it ſeems a 
Matter of Doubt, whether the Workmen, at the 
Time theſe Orders were promulged, had a Right 
even to the Chips they made with their Tools, — 
with the Axe, the Adze, &c. as no Mention 
whatever was then made of ſuch a Privilege? 
Now, to obviate theſe, and all other Doubts 
that may ariſe, we come prepared ; but, ere we 
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131 


go on, beg Leave to make this ſhort Ad- 


dreſs. 


R 


EA DER] from whatſoever Motive thou 

mayſt become an Enemy to Order and 
Reformation, and ſhouldſt be unwilling to re- 
lieve the Wants of thy Fellow-ſubje&ts, though 
even at the ſure Conſequence of Emolument to 
the State, and of certain Advantage to Poſterity; 


—we earneſtly deſire of thee, to lay aſide this | 
Book :—Turn not over another Page; for 


therein thou wilt find neither Pleaſure, nor En- 


tertainment. But if, on the contrary, thou art 
a Lover of Order, haſt an Eye to the general 


Good, and art an Encoutager and Promoter of 


the Cauſe of Truth; we promiſe to give thee, 
all ſuch Gratification therein, as the truly 
patriotic, the good Man, alone, is entitled to, 


and can wiſh for; an Opportunity of admi- | 


niſtering to the more comfortable Relief of 'thy 
Fellow-creatures, while at the ſame Time thou 


art adding to the Wealth, Power, and Dignity of | 


the NATION. 


Having finiſhed this Addreſs, by Permiſſion 
of the candid Reader, we proceed. If it ſhould 
have been already, or may hereafter be ſug- 
geſted to thoſe in Power, that, at the Time theſe 
Orders were publiſhed, no Wood of any Kind 
was permitted to be carried or ſent out of His 


Majeſty's Yards, no, not even the Waſte made 
by the Workmen in the ordinary Courſe of their | 


Labour, but that the Complaints exhibited ar 


that Time to the Admiralty, or Nawy-Beard, 


touching the Miſapplication of Timber, &c. 


proceeded rather from the Want of a proper 


Exertion 
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Exertion of the Power inveſted in the Officers 
to prevent ſuch like Practices, than from any 
other Cauſe; and further, as it appears from 
the Preamble to the ſaid Orders, that the Oh 
cers at that Time of Day, when the Artificer had 
no Kind of Privilege, either could not, or did 
not, do all which on ſuch Occaſions they were 
required to do; that they did connive at the 
cutting up ſerviceable Timber, &c. for private 
Uſes —ſo in like manner we may infer, that 
although an entire Stop was immediately, put 
to the Privilege, that a daily Stipend was grant- 
ed to them in lieu of their Perquiſite, yet never- 
theleſs, in Proceſs of Time, it might creep on 
again, and, either by the Neglect or Conni- 

vance of their Officers, betome as openly prac- 
tiſed, as dangerous, and as deſtrutiive as ever: 
We repeat, that if any Thing of this Kind 
either has been, or may hereafter be ſuggeſted, 
which for Reaſons that in due Order will be 
ſhewn,..there is too great Cauſe to apprehend, 
ſuch In/inuations and Suggeſtions, however ſpecious 
they may at firſt Sighr appear, muſt in'the End, 
we conceive, for want of proper Support, fall en- 
tirely to the Ground. For, was any Evidence 
touching theArtificers Claim of Privilege required 
to be made in any of the Courts of Weſtminſter, 
and ont or more of the old Artizans from each 
of his Majeſty's Yards called upon to give in 
their Depoſitions; they would ſay, that, ſo long 
as they could remember, the Shiptorights, Sc. 
always had the Privilege-of applying to. their 
own'private Uſe, the Chips they, in a lawful 
Manner, made with their Tools ; and, to prove 
this to have been an old eſtabliſhed Cuſtom, they 
1 f C 
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1 10 3 
would farther depoſe, that they had heard 
their Fathers and Grandfathers (who lived 
many Years prior to theſe Orders) affirm the 
ſame. Why then ſhould the Credibility of 
what has been already ſet forth, in regard to 
the Artificers Privilege, be called in queſtion, 
when ſuch Teſtimony would have been deemed 
equally valid, in any of the Courts of Judi- 
cature in the Kingdom? Beſides, it is ſubmitted, 
whether an Argument in favour thereof may 
not be drawn even from the very Tenour of 
the Orders themſelves : For had no ſuch Privi- 
lege really exiſted at the Publication of them, 
to wit, in 1695, we apprehend there would 
have been no Occaſion to have laid an Injunction 
on any of the aforementioned Articles, in par- 
ticular, of new Slabs, But-ends, Top-ends, new 
or old Timber, or Plank, &c. but merely on the 
Chips, that were made in the ordinary Courſe of 
the Workmens Labour, For had not theſe 
been permitted, on any Conſideration, to have 
been at that Time carried out of the Dock- 
yards, by the Workmen aforeſaid ;—with what 
little Shew of Reaſon can it be imagined, that 
any of the aforegoing Materials could have been 
miſapplied, could have been cut out, or converted 
to Chips, when the Workmen could have had 20 
Opportunity to have moved them off, after they 
had been ſo cut out, or converted? To corrobo- 
rate with the above, we need only give a Copy 
of the following Letter from Henry Grenville, 
Cob VOOR of Deptford- yard, in 1703, 
(viz. | | | os 


_ * WHEREAS 


L a4 


\X7 HEREAS the Navy- Board have ſignified 
to me by Letter of the gth Inſtant, that, 
at their late viſiting of Deptford- yard, they did 
© obſerve many Heaps of Chips, gathered toge- 
* ther and laid upon the Stages, Brows, and other 
© Places in the Yard, to be carried away by the 
* Workmen ; and they thinking the Warkives 
©* muſt needs ſpend ſome of their working Time 
therein, and that her Majeſty's Service muſt 
* conſequently ſuffer thereby: This is to ſignify 
© the ſame to you, and to let you know, that 
© they ought to take the Chips no otherwiſe 
* than as they fall from the Axe, and not ſpend 
*any of their working Time in making, or 
gathering them together, and taking them 
away; but to do it after the Bell rings. You 
are therefore, purſuant to the Board's Deſire, 
hereby directed and required, forthwith to 
* cauſe this Matter to be regulated accordingly, 
*ſo as her Majeſty may ſuker no Damage by 
* contrary Practices. For which this ſhall be 
your Warrant. 


Dated this 12th of July, 1703. 


To the Maſter- Builder, Clerk 

of the Checque, &c. &c. of 
her Majeſty's Yard, at Dept- 
JOG. B+ 
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HENRY GRENVILLE. 


The Reader having by this Time diſcovered 
the Artificers Claim of Privilege to have been 
- juſtly founded, as well upon the former Evi- 
dence herein given, as upon the latter, which 


comes as it were from the Mouth cf the Navy- 
C 2 Board; 


© 


Board; the next Thing, therefore, that forms 
the Object of our Inquiry, will be, from 
whence does the Preach of their Privilege vir- 
tually proceed ? Which having endeavoured to 
account for, we ſhall occaſionally mark its Pro- 

reſs, point out its general bad Tendency, and 
9 8 that by its conſtant, though flow and 
filent Operation, unleſs an effectual Cure is 
ſpeedily adminiſtered, @ Continuation of this 
Privilege will, in leſs than half a Century, prove 
of the moſt alarming and fatal Conſequences to theſe 
Kingdoms : Of the Probability of all which, we 
preſume, the intelligent Reader will begin to 
form a Judgment, ere he has turned over half 
a Dozen Pages more. | | 


* 


It is a well known Fact, that the Artizans of 
the Royal Dock-yards, both before and at the 
Time their Wages (from 'the Conſideration 
of King Charles I.) were raiſed to two Shil- 
lings and one Penny per Day, had it always in 
their Power, by the extraordinary Attention 
paid to the King's Artificers, to give that Sup- 

ort to their Families, to live in that Eſtimation 
and Credit, which the inferior Pay of the pri- 
vate Workman could not in common, at that 
Period, ſo well enable bim to perform. But, at 
preſent, the Caſe is widely different. The Day- 
pay of the Shipwrights in the Merchants-yards 
(who ſtill retain heir Right of Chips lawfully 
made) has been many Years ſince raiſed to 
three Shillings and Six-pence, which is no leſs 
than one Shilling and Five-pence more than the 
Day-pay, two Shillings and one Penny, of the 
Shipwrights employed in his Majeſty's Yards 
who, it is well known, and ought to be remem- 
s FEY bered, 
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bered, have not received ſa much as one Penny 
a Day in advance to hir Wages, ſince the Time 
it was laſt ſettled, to wit, in 1636, now one bun- 
dred and thirty Years ago : Therefore, when the 
Smallneſs of their Income is canſidered;—the 
Conſequence of long and unſettled Times of 
Payment ;—the enhanced Prices of all Kind of 
Proviſion, and of every common Neceſſary of 
Life; and that the preſent Pay of his Britannic 
Majeſty's Artificers does not exceed the Pay of 
many of the common Day-lahourers, employed 
in and about the Metropolis, and elſewhere ; 
when, therefore, a due Conſideration is had to 
theſe Things, which could never have been ex- 
pected to take place, while the Hardſhips they 
}aboured under were not publicly known, and 
well underſtood; then, indeed, and nat till 
then, we begin to account far the principal 
Cauſes from whence does flow the Breach of the Ar- 
tificers Privilege. 

Vet other Reaſons there are, that, with equal 
Degree of Juſtice, might be urged in their fa- 
vour, why ſo great a Part of the ſmall Materials 
have been hitherto miſapplied. Be it known 
then, that, forty or fifty Years ago, moſt of the 
capital Pieces of Timber 1n general, which were 
then hewed, are now ſawed.— An Attention to 
good Huſbandry, joined to the great Perfection 
the Art of Ship-building is now arrived at, we 
mult ſuppoſe to have been the Cauſe; yet ne- 
vertheleſs, as it does not appear, in conſequence 
of fuch Improvement of ſawing, inſtead of 
bewing, that any Addition was made to their 
Pay ; which, when Things are juſtly weighed, 
might (with ſome Colour of Reaſon) be ex. 
BN 2 pected 
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pected to have been done, to have compenſated 
for. Loſs of Privilege e are not therefore 
ſo much to wonder at their applying to their 

own Uſe, many of the ſinall, or inferior Ma- 
terials aforeſaid; When the far greater Part of 
them, it is well known, are now converted 
from ſuch kind of Slabs, or Offal- timber, as 
formerly were accuſtomed to be betwn off with 
the Axe; conſequently deemed, at that Ti ine, 
the Artificers rightful Perquiſite. 

Even at the Diſtance of more than ſixty 
Years, when Proviſions of all Kinds were 
25 per Cent. cheaper than they now are, when 
the Day-pay of the Shipwwright, two Shillings 
and one Penny, went as far as two Shillings and 
eight Pence a Day at bis Time does, the Peo- 

4 for ſoit may be inferred from the foregoing 
Lewes of Commiſſioner Grenville's, of 1703, 
were then abundantly ſupplied in the Article 
of Fuel-wood, in ſo much as on ſome Occaſions to 
have been able to lay them by: For that 
they (the Navy Board) had obſerved many 
Heaps of Chips, gathered together and laid 
© upon the Stages, Brows, and other Places, in 
* the Yard, to be carried away by the Work- 
men. 

At the ſame Time that we have been of- 
fering every Kind of Plea, which we truſt the 
Laws of Equity will juſtify, in extenuation of 
Breach of the Artificers Privilege; and which, 
we are firmly perſuaded, cannot fail of having 
their due Weight with every conſiderate Man; 
yet, in order that we might be deemed in no 
wiſe partial, we muſt confeſs, that, when the 


| Workmen of the ſeveral Dock-yards, in 1695, 
were 
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were better enabled to maintain their Families, 
than they at preſent are; when 125. 6 d. per 
Week was equivalent to what 16's. is now; — 
nevertheleſs, there are Reaſons to believe, their 
Privilege was in ſome Degree, even at that Time, 
abuſed : All which ſeem to be implied in the 
aforeſaid Standing Orders from the Honourable 
Navy-Board. — Hence then may this Inference 
with no Impropriety be drawn, that as there are 
ſtrong — to conjecture, the Workmen of 
His Majeſty's Yards, 70 or 80 Years ago, (when 
all Sorts of Proviſion, &c. were fo very reaſon- 
able), could not be kept under proper Re- 
ſtraints, but that, tempted by the many Opportu- 
nities which lay in their Way, they were drawn 
aſide from their Duty; that Miſdemeanours, 
in reſpect to their Privilege, were then commit- 
ted; fo are there, at this Time, more ſtrong 
and forcible Reaſons to conclude, from a due 
Conſideration of what has been ſet forth, — 
' That ſuch kind of Miſdemeanours muſt conſequently 
have become more general and frequent. 

We having in our Addreſs to the Reader, 
Page 8. promiſed to give him, whom we ſup- 
pole to be a Lover of Order, — to have an Eye 
toward the general Good, &c. all ſuch Gratifi- 
cation therein, as every true Patriot is intitled 
to, and muſt at all Times earneſtly wiſh for, 
(viz.) the Opportunity of relieving the Wants of 
his Fellow-ſubje&s, while his Country, from 
ſuch Acts of Liberality, will be growing till 
more great and powerful ; the Reader, by this 
Time then, becomes naturally deſirous of 
knowing, how, and by what Means this can be 
done ? We- ſhall therefore briefly inform — 
9754 that, 
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that the Artificers, &c. of his Majeſty's ſeveral 


Dock - yards, in conſideration of having their Wages 
raiſed, and ſome other Indulgencies granted them, do 


agree benceforward to ſurrender up all Right 


and Title to their ancient and avowed Privilege, 


either of carrying out themſelves, or of ſending out 
of the Dock-yards ly any other Perſon or Perſons,, 
on any Pretext what ſoever,. the Chips, or any Part 
or Parts thereof, they-in the Courſe of their Work. 
do:make with their Tools. And that this might 
be accompliſhed without any additional Burthen. 
to the Public, —we ſhall attempt to ſhew. _ 
We. ſhall likewiſe endeavour to prove, that, 


out of the whole Quantity of the Wooden Ma- 
terials, which are now, from the Force of Cuſtom, 


from Opportunity, and other more' cogent Reaſons. 


that have been urged, applied to the Workmens. 
che Oak | 


private: Uſe ; half of it, reſpecting | 
alone, would, from ſuch-a Regulation, be: ſaved. 
to the Government, that would prove uſeful either 
for public or private Service, — beſides a. great 
deal of the Elm and Fir Materials, &c. and this 
excluſive. of the Waſte wood and Chips, — of the 


old and defective Timber. Now, what Propor- 


tion theſe do ſeverally bear to each other, and to 
that Part of the Timber actually applied to the 


Purpoſes of building and re. building bis Majeſty's., | 


Ships, becomes our next Inquiry. 


6G ben erf (ſays the Author _— | 
the late 4 


ſs tothe Peopleo England) to ſnew, 


byra general Account af theſe Matters, from 
© whence: has proceeded the Scarcity of. Tim- 


ber, and.. conſequential thereto, to ſelect 
| | * fuch 


bs þ« + 2 ; 


that, in the Pamphlet here referred to, the Re. 
medy therein propoſed for their Grievances, is, 


1 

t rich Päffäges zs were thought convenient ; 1 
© ſhall now bg Leave to offer my Thoughts as to 
* Inother matetidl Cauſe of this Scartity, more 
© paftitülatly in regard to that Species of Tim- 
© bef (Ibe Oak) which hath beer! made uſe of iti 
t Buildijig and Rebuilding of Shift. What is here 
© hinted at, relates to the want of having made 
to the Artificers of his Majeſty's Dock-yards, 4 
* Gratuity equivalent to the Value of the Maſte, 
* which comes off from the Timber, &c. in the 
* Courſe of theit Work. To this they lay claim 
© as their lawful Perquiſite; and it appears, that 
: Cuſtom, ſince Time immemorial, hath confirm 
1 fo | 
© Ts be ſuf, it is very natural to infer, in tlie 

* Application of ſuch a vaſt Quantity of Tim- | 
ber, &c. for the Purpoſes of the Navy, formi- 
* dable as it now is ! that the Waſte muſt of 
© Neceſſity be very great. But, ſay thoſe not 
© altogether acquainted with the Manœuvres of 
* the Dock-yar Is, how can it be made appear, 
* that, by prohibiting the Workme's carrying 
* away the Wiſte-wood, there would have been 
* any more Trees ſtanding in Great Britain, than 
* what there now is ?—— or, if there had, the 
Number might perhaps have been fo inconfi- 
* derable, as not in any Degree to have counter- 
balanced the Money given in lieu of the 
* Workmens Privilege? — To all which a ge- 
* neral Reply, only, will at this Time be given; 
* which. 1s, That had ſuch a Regulation been 
made about the Time of the Revolution, ſup- 
* poſing the Government had not ſaved ſo mueli 
© as a fengle Shilling ; yet, it ſhould ſeem highly 
0 protable, there would have been many tbou- 
; D « [and 
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< ſand more Timber trees: ſtanding, for the Uſe of 
he the Navy, than what there now is.“ 

And notwithſtanding we believe this to be 
true, and that the Reader will ere long aquieſce 


in our Opinion for its being ſo, yet the above 


Doubts, we muſt confeſs, ſeem not in the leaſt 
unnatural; for who is there that hath no very 

erfect Idea, either from his own, or other 
Men. 's Obſervations, of the converting of Timber, 
& c. but what might have been equally ſcrupu- 
lous ?— The Nature of our happy Conſtitution, 
while it gives to every Individual, Leave to lay 
open his Thoughts on any Subject whatever that 
is of general, or of public Concernment, pro- 
vided he does it with Modeſty, and proper De- 
ference to his Superiors ;—ſo, on the other hand, 
have his Superiors a Right to doubt,—to inquire, 
and to be /atisfied, as to the Truth of whatever is 
laid before them for their Conſideration. —Thoſe 
who guide the Helm, muſt firſt of all be convinced, 
and tis highly requiſite they ſhould, that the CRowN 
would be no Loſer by ſuch a Regulation. There- 
fore, to remove ſuch Objections, which, it is 
moſt likely, might ſpring out of a Propoſition of 
this Nature not generally known, — the ſubſe- 
quent Explanations are given. 


DEFINITION of what is 0 mY 
led WASTE-TIM BER _ 


Which is not here to be underſtood in che com- 
mon Acceptation of the Word, as being all un- 
prolitable and uſeleſs, but rather may be defined 
to be, the nere Outſides of the Pieces, which are 


converted, that is Hebel © or (commonly termed) , 


cut, 


5 
- 
, 
j 
| 


a iS cv». . oo 


1 

e«t, by the Sawyers, to their different Form and 
Scantling : For, as every Rib, Beam, &c. in the 
Ship, muſt be converted to its proper Shape and 
Size, hence it will follow, in the Growth of Tim- 
ber, that, as Nature has not produced the Form 
and Size of the Tree exactly anſwerable to the 
Curve laid down by the Artiſt, and as ſtraight 
Pieces are likewiſe to be made out of thoſe 
which are rough and irregular ; there will ariſe, 
on this Conſideration, a great deal of Sah, Offal, 
or, as *tis commonly ſtyled in the Yards, Waſte- 
timber; which, in its Quality, is as good, and, 
for inferior Uſes, great Part of it as ſerviceable, 
as the Main-piece, or Body of the Free itſelf : So 
that, by this Time, the Reader hath quite a dif- 
ferent Idea of the common Appellation ( Waſte) 
given to the Slab, or Offal-timber, than what he 
before had entertained. Having, from the above 
Definition, endeavoured to fix in the Mind a 
diſtinct and ſettled Notion of the Things there- 
in treated, — ſo far as may be found neceſ- 
fary for the better underſtanding what is to come 
after ; we proceed to ſhew, firſt, what Propor- 
tion that Part of the Timber, from whence the 
inferior Materials are produced, bears 'to the 
ſuperior ;—the Sab, or Offal-part, (commonly 
called Waſte-timber), and the Top-Enas, to the 
Body of the Tree? Having made ſeveral Remarks 
of this Nature, we have obtained from repeated 
Trials the following Proportion, chiefly reſpect- 
ing the ſtraight and . Compaſs Timber, uſed in 
Capital Ships. | | 

The principal Timbers (or Ribs) of which the 
Hull is compoſed, each of them taking up the 
Stem of a Tree, are, by reaſon of their Curvity, 
| D2 one. 
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pne with the other, when compared e 
d ene en, hereof, as 1 to 2 


Beams of the Meer! as 1 to Fo Above ay d 


gy, Part of theſe. Beams 
Orlop : z3to8 conſiſt of 3 Pieces, 
Upper-deck 3 to 7 (as many more of 2, 
Forecaſtle 1 to 3 and the reſt of 1,—» 


each Piece likewiſe 
Quarter-deck 3to © taking up the Body- 


Roundhouſe 2 to ꝙ part of an Oaken-tree, 


Great Part of the aboye, as hath been noticed 
already, were formerly hewn out of rough Logs, 
but for many Years paſt have been all, in gene- 
ral, cut with a Saw, on a Preſumption of 15 aving 
thereby both more 7 imber and Time 

Theſe Experiments are calculated, fo as to 
admit of near one Quarter - part of the ſaid Ma- 
terials being reduced, after they are taken from 
the Saw-pit; the trimming of ſuch Pieces to 
their final Scantling, cutting them to their pro- 
per Lengths, &c. after they have been ſawed, | 
coming under the Province of the Arrtificer. N 

Beſide that Part of the Timber, from whence *| 
the inferior Materials are produced, confiſting of 

the Waſte, or Slab, and the Branches and Top- 
ends, which appears, in the common Courſe of 
Converſion 1n his Majeſty's Yards to be 3 Times 
more in Quantity than the Capital-pieces are, 
that are ſawn from out the Trunt, or Bedy-part N 
of the Tree; a Supply is likewiſe given, from 
the caſt or defe&ive Pieces of Beam, &c. &c. &e. | 
which, on account of the natural Defects in 
Timber, are ſomewhat conſiderable : Likewiſe 
Proviſion is made from what remains of the ' 
Body-part, &c. of ſuch Trees, as are, through 
5 2 


ö 
8 
: 


e en 
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Neceſſity, ariſing from the great Scareity of 


Knee- timber, converted to that Uſe. Now, when 
the Reader conſiders this, and comes to be ac- 
ainted, that the Solidity, or, as we termiit, 


| net Content of the ſmall Materials, when put 


together, (leaving out the Plank and Knee-tim- 
ber), does not exceed the Part of the net Con- 
tent of the large Materials; he with great Force 
of Reaſon concludes, there ought to be a Sur- 

{as of that Part of the Timber from whence 
the ſmall Materials are ſupplied. — T here cer- 
tainly would, even ſuppoſing half of it was to 

rove unſerviceable in the Application, — in the 


Sawing and Trimming, &c For, admitting there 


is only 18000 Load of ſtraight and Compaſs 


Timber annually expended in His Majeſty's 


Yards in Time of Peace, 6000 of it being al- 
lotted for the Uſe af the ſuperior, and OY for 
the Uſe of the inferior Materials, allowing half 
the latter to be uſeleſs in the * Bro ay (the 
majar Part being eſteemed the Workmeng 
Property), there will then remain 6000 Load 
for the Purpoſe of the inferior Materials, the 
net Content of which, in building Ships, requir- 
ing no more than 2250 Load, equal to the t of 


the 0h0/e, the Surplus would then amoune to 
3750 Load of the Oak Materials, ariſing in the 


Converſion merely of ſtaight and Compaſs 


Timber, which alone would be worth 14 or 


15000 J.— That no ſuch Surplus doth appear, 


but rather the contrary, may be concluded from 


this known Fact, that Recourſe is ſometimes had 
to the converting them from ſound Oak- trees, 
which, in all probability, require 70 or 80 Years 


Suh. and perhaps a hundred, to bring them 
to 


— 
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10 (0 Maturity, — ——Itis therefore to be UN WES 
from Reaſons pays given, that either ſuch 
Materials themſelves, or the Timber they were 

to have been made from, were 'miſapplied. 
*Tis a Maxim laid down in all the private 
Yards, T hat let the moſt ſkilful Artiſt whatever 
convert, in the niceſt Manner that may be, the 
Timber, &c. made uſe of in Ship-building, he 
cannot do it but with the Loſs of near one third 
Part of the Timber ſo converted. This con- 
ſiſting of the Chips made by the Workmen, the 
4ſeleſs Slabs, and decayed Timber; now, before we 
diſcover to the Reader, how far this Proportion 
will hold good in His Majeſty's Yards, we ſhall 
firſt premile, that, reſpecting the Artificers Pri- 

vilege, ancient Uſage and Cuſtom hath not only 

eſtabliſhed it to the Shipwright, Caulker, Wheel- 
wright, Block-maker, Oar-maker, Houſe-carpenter, 
and Joiner; but, in ſame Degree, even to the 
Labourer, Scavelman, Quarter-boys . and . Ocham- 
boys, who are all, ſome way or another, connects 
ed with the Shipwright. And although the, 
Scavelman and Labourer, &c. are entitled to, 
nothing but the ſmall Chips, ariſing in the | 
Courſe of the Workmens making the larger, yet. 
nevertheleſs is ſuch Refuſe to be accounted 
ſeme Part of the whole : — Therefore as the. 
Caulker, — the Joiner — the Houſe-carpenter, 
Block and Oar-maker as aforeſaid, do occaſion- 
ally make up their Bundles of Fuel-wood, we 
may very ſafely compute on this Conſideration, 
and admit, that one Foot ſolid, either of the: 
Oak, Elm, or Fir Materials, is every, Day, one 
Day with another, throughout the Year, appro-. 
priated to the Uſe of the Shipwright, This no- 
body 
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body will deny, who is well acquainted with the 
Conſtitution of the Koyal Yards, more eſpecially 
when he is told, that the other Workmen, &c, 
as above, are near half as many in Number as 
the Shipwrights. tf AE ³ĩ;W» 8 
To bring this Matter home to our preſent 
Purpoſe, we ſhall fix on One of His Majeſty's 
Yards, where a certain Number of Hands were 
employed in Time of Peace. The Number of 
Shipwrights were, one Year with another, 450; to 
whom allowing, in Conſideration aforeſaid, one 
cubic Foot, for every working Day throughout 
the Year, the ſame will amount to 2817 Load 
of the Oak, Elm, Fir, or the Aſh Materials. 
Now, admitting this to have been no more than 
one third Part of what was actually uſed in the: 
Service ; — ſuch Quantity of Timber, Plank, 
&c. uſed, muſt have accordingly amounted to 
8451 Load; of which, 2817 Load appears to be 
but the one Third; whereas, from an exact Ac- 
count taken of the Quantity of the various Sorts 
of Timber expended in the ſaid Yard, for five 
ſucceſſive Years, a Mean for each was diſcovered 
to have been no more than 4360 Load. From 
whence we are led with great Reaſon to con- 
clude, that inſtead only of the one third Part 
having been applied to the Uſe of the Worꝶmen, 
there is little more than one Third applied to the 
Uſe of the Service: as the Difference between 
the Quantity of Chips (2817 Load) carried out 
by the Workmen aforeſaid, and the whole Quan-. 
tity expended, appears to be very little above the 
faid one Third, wn ES | | 
The aforeſaid Calculations extending not only 
to the Species of Oak - timber, but likewiſe to 
25 1 the 
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obſerved) be the net Content, or nel Meaſuri 
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the Elm, and Fir, &c. before WE inttoduce 
ſome Strictures we have made on the Oak - lin- 
ber, in particular, we ſhall make a ſhort Ex- 
tract from the Pamphlet we are now attempting 
to enlarge upon. I gave it but as my Opi- 
nion, yet was it an Opinion founded on long 
© Experience, from a critical Obſervation of theſe 
Matters; and which has convinced me, that, 
© in regard to the Oak-materials in general, (of 
< which there is more Waſte than in any other 
« Species of Timber), out of the whole Quan» 
© tity which the Government pays for, thefe is 
© not above a third Part of it which does aQu- 
© ally come to Uſe. Yet, if this will not do, if 
nothing but Demonſtration will _ -—- let 
then an Experiment be forthwith made, ih all 
© His Majeſty's Dock-yards, only for the Space 
of one Twelvemonth. Let the Solidity of all 
© the Wooden Materials that have been uſed, 
either in Building, Repairing, &c. be accu- 
© rately meaſured, as ſoon as they are fixed im 
© their Places, and the Total of this Account fot 
© the whole Yards, will (as hath been before 


of the faid Materials, for the ſaid Yards, 
* which, deducted from the Quantity of Tim- 
© ber, Plank, &c. that has been charged thereto, 
adding in the Timber, &c. that may have 
© been found deficient, on a Survey taken for 
© that Year, will make manifeſt and clear the 


due Proportion between the Timber, Plank, 


* &c. that ſhall have been actually applied to 
* the Uſe of the Service, and that which has 
been applied to the Uſe of the Workmen : 

| — And, 
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And, if the Difference did not amount to twa 
Thirds, I am very much miſtaken. _ N 
Perhaps to this an Objection may be made, Q 
© as to its being altogether impracticable. — . 
Let the Experiment be then tried, on a Firſt, a 
Second, or Third Rate, &c. beginning from 

* the Time her Keel is laid, to the Time when 
* ſhe is finiſhed; and if this does not prove a 
© Confirmation of what was before advanced, 
© that no more than one Third Part of the 
8 * Oaken Materials that are iſſued for that Ser- 

vice are actually applied in the Ship, I do not 
* know what will.” 

Having furniſhed ourſelves with an Experi- 
ment of this Kind, which indeed appears to 
be the moſt likely Mode of Demonſtration that 
could be hit upon; we ſhall therefore, without 
any farther Ceremony, preſent the Reader with 
a Tranſcript of it. 


A brief Account of the exaft Meaſure, or NET 
CONTENT of all the Oaken Materials, ap- 
pertaining to a modern-built Third rate Ship, _ 


of 74 Guns, 


The whole Amount in cubic Feet, no more 
than 57,500 (50 Feet to the Load), equal to 
1150 Load. 

The Quantity of Oak Timber and Plank 
expended in building a Ship of this Claſs, 
taken at a Mean, not leſs than 3500 Load. 
Some, indeed, have been leſs, while others 

have amounted to 3690 Load; but, to avoid 
Niceties, we have fixed the full Charge At; , 


oO Load. 
10 E The 
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The Reader now perceives clearly, from an 
Inveſtigation of the ct Content of afl the differ- 
ent Kinds of Oaz expended in Building of Ships, 
(the ſame Proportion we preſume being alike in 
all), that there is Reaſon to believe, only one 
third Part of it is actually applied to the Uſe 
of the Service. | 

As ſome Objections may hereafter ariſe, as 
well in regard to the Overcharge in the Ex- 
pence of Timber in Building, &c. as in regard 
likewiſe to there being 30 cubic Feet contain- 
ed in every Load, either of ſtraight or Compaſs 
Timber Trees, received into the King's Stores ; 
which the foregoing Calculation admits of it 
therefore becomes neceſſary we clear theſe Points 
up. | 
The Difference made between the true Con- 
tent of a Tree, before it is hewn, being then 
nearly circular, and that which is made 4er it 
is hewn, if we conſider it in the general_of 
thoſe hitherto ferved into His Majeſty's Yards, 
appears to be about one Foot in Fifty; — ſo that 
every Load of ſuch Timber hewn after this 
Manner, contains, in Fact, only 49 Feet, al- 
though the Merchant is paid for 50; and, in- 
deed, it were but. juſtifiable that he ſhould : 
For, if the Seller hews off, though ever ſuch a 
ſmall Part of his Timber for the Conveniency 
of the Buyer, whereby he has an Opportunity 

the ſooner of coming at the Defects ; the Buyer, 
in conſideration of this Advantage, ought, as 
is every where the Cuſtom, to pay the ſame, 
as if no ſuch Part had been hewn off, — that 
only being herein excepted, as ſhall have been 
found neceſſary to bring the Tree into Form. 

The 
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The above, although it requires an Abatement 


of 70 Load, to be made from 3500, yet never - 


theleſs will be found to have very little Effect on 
the foregoing Calculation, —Paſls we on therefore 
to Objections which may be formed as to an 
Overcharge in the ſaid 3500 Load of the various 
Sorts of Oak-timber expended in building a 
Third-rate Ship of the Line. J 

If it has been found expedient, in order to 
lefſen the Deficiencies of Timber, &c. which 
have appeared on the taking of private annual 
Surveys, that an Overcharge in ſome Part of 
the inferior Materials ſhould have been thought 
on, as a Counterbalance, in ſome Mealure, to 
ſuch Deficiencies; yet notwithſtanding, we are 
humbly of Opinion, no Deductions whatever on 
that Account ſhould be made from the full 
Charge as before. What this Overcharge in 
common is, nobody with Certainty can ſay, 
being alrogether impoſſible, from the precarious 
Manner in which it is carried on it being 
ſometimes 20, 15, 10, at other Times, perhaps, 
no more than 5, in many Pieces (or Trees) 
none at all; and for very good Reaſon ; becauſe 
the Habs from which the inferior Materials were 
ſupplied, are, when ſawn off, on ſome Occa- 
ſions, immediately taken to the Kilns to be 
burnt : Conſequently, then, no Overcharge 
could have been made on the inferior Materials, 
when the Stuff they were uſually made from, had 
(for want otherwiſe of a ſufficient Quantity of 


uſeleſs Wood the Workmen lay claim to) been 
deſtroyed at the Kilns; —of which more anon. 


Suffice it now to ſay, as there is juſt Founda- 


tion to believe, (any Overcharge herein not- 


withſtanding), that Deficiencies in Timber were 
x ae ot | diſ- 
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diſcovered at the Time this Experiment was 
made, we ſhould therefore be apt to imagine, 
inſtead of diminiſhins the Quantity of Timber 
from which the Proportion was drawn, that it 
ought the rather to have been augmented ;—if, 
indeed, a Surplus had appeared, the coutrary: 


REMARKS on the Timber from whence the infe- 
rior Materials (as well as many others hitherto 
cut out of large Timber ) might all in general be 
ſupplied ; wiz. from the Slab, and Top-end 
Part of the Tree: ſhewing the great Value there- 
of, that, by a proper Application of all that 
would become ſerviceable, —ſome hundred Oak- 
trees would every Year be ſaved, were. the 
Workmen's Privilege entirely to ceaſe. 


We ſhall endeavour to make it appear that 
the Slabs, or Offal-ttmber that is now conſum- 
ed at the Kilns, &c. &c. would, in proportion 
to the Quantity of Matter contained in ſome of 
them, have proved not only as valuable, bur, 
on certain Occaſions, have become more ſo, 
than the very Body of the Tree, that ſuch 
Slabs, Offal, or Waſte - timber, was actually 
fawn from. 

Many People, who in theſe Reſpects have but 
little Knowledge of the Dock- yards, will, no 
doubt, look upon this as a kind of Abſurdity, 
and will ſay, What, can that which we have all 
along believed to be Waſte- timber only, turn 
out of equal Eſtimation with the Log that ſuch 
Slabs were cut off from? Surely it cannot be !* 
With Submiſſion, we hope to demonſtrate it 

can. And, as every Man well affected to the 
Public Weal muſt wiſh to ſee this explained, in 
5 order 
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order that, from ſuch a Conviction, he may 
the better judge of the Propriety of a Refor- 
mation, as to the Matter in hand; — their Curi- 
oſity therefore ſhall, in due Time, be gratified. 
iſt, We ſhall take notice, that in one of His 
Majeſty's Yards, in the late War, above Four- 
ſcore fine Oak-trees were, one Year with ano- 
ther, made uſe of, in one Article alone ; that 
there is the ſtrongeſt Reaſon to believe, might 
all, was there a War again, be ſupplied from 
that Part of the Wood now deſtined to the Fire. 
Between the Year 1757 and 1702, the Quan- 
tity of 1+ Inch Plank, and 1 Inch Board that 
was ſawed, amounted, in the whole, one being 
51461, and the other 70994,—to 122455 ſu- 
perficial Feet; — a Mean for each Year will be 
20409 ſuperficial Feet : Now, as we can prove, 
from the Remarks we have herein made, that 
the Body of each Tree ſo converted into Plank 
and Board, did, one with the other, never ex- 
ceed 240 ſuperficial Feet, we find accordingly, 
that when 20409 is divided by the ſaid 240, the 
Product is the Number of Trees, 853; and if half 
this Number is added in, it will give pretty near 
the Matter, the Number of Loads of Oak-tim- 
ber 127, that were expended in the Article 
merely of Plank and Board, one Year with ano- 
ther, in one of His Majeſty's Yards only. 
The major Part of the 14 Inch Plank uſed in 
Ship - work, requiring in common no greater 
Lengths than from 6 to 12 Feet, it is hence diſ- 
coverable that ſome of the ſhort Pieces of Slab 
of equal Dimenſions, would ſerve that Turn: 
If Three or Four Inch Quarter can be produced 
out of Planks of theſe Lengths, ſawn from the 
Slabs, &c. — certainly Inch and half Planks 
| might, 


ö 
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might, being only half their Thickneſs, — 

No Neceffity can then be aſſigned, when there 
comes to be a Superabundancy of the Offal to 
make them from; why the ſaid 13 Inch Plank 
ſhould be, as they now are, cut out of the Body 
of Oaken Trees, from 16 to 24 Feet long, — that 
Nature, from the provident Care our Forefa- 
thers took, had intended for much nobler Pur- 
poſes, than to ſupply the Place of common Fuel- 
wood. Again, in reſpect to the ſaid Plank and 
Board, where it is required to Work even to 
the Length of 15 or 20 Feet; — theſe likewiſe 
might be provided, without having recourſe to 
whole Trees. If it ſhould be doubted, we ſhall 
obſerve, that uſeful Slabs from which ſuch Plank, 
&c. might have been made, have, for Reaſons 
aforegiven, been frequently carried away to the 
Kilns to be burnt. — Capital-pieces of ſtraight 
Timber, to be bent in Form of the Ship's 
Side, mutt have Time to be ſuppled; and, to keep 
the Fluid that ſurrounds it, boiling 8 or 10 
Hours together, Firing muſt be had, otherwiſe 
30 or 40 Hands will, for want of it, ſtand 


{till If to the above it ſhould be objected, that 


* although Part might be ſupplied this Way, yet 
not by any Means the whole Quantity? —We 
reply for Anſwer, And even more than what is 


Jufficient : What Call will there Shen be for ſome 


of the ſmall Materials of 6 or 7 Feet long, 
no more than 6, and others only 3 Inches 
broad, to be cut out of Plank, from 15 to 24 
Feet in Length, and 18 Inches or two Feet 


in Breadth; when the very Slabs of the large 


Toprends would ſerve that Purpoſe? There can 
be none: Then conſequently ſuch like Planks 
10 27 as 
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« theſe being double the Thickneſs required, 
will in the above Caſe afford #wo, where they 


now make only one. We could particularize 


many more Examples of this Nature ; but left 
they might become tircſome to the Reader, we 
paſs on to diſcover, /econdly, how ſome Parts 
of the Slab, or Offal-timber, now conſamed at 
the Kilns, &c. will in Proportion become not 
only as valuable, but in ſome Reſpects more Jo 
than the Body of the Tree, that ſuch Slabs, &c. 
were divided from. This will preſently be 
verified, from a Conſideration of the Difference 
berween the Price of 3 and 4 Inch Plank 
ſerved in by Contract, and that likewiſe of 
ſtraight and Compaſs Timber : The former being 
30 per Cent. dearer than the latter in common 
is; it being well known, that a proper Appli- 
cation of the Slab- timber would certainly con- 
duce, in ſome Degree to leſſen the Conſumption 
of the, ſaid Plank. Value of 3 and 4 Inch Plank, 
Engliſh Oak, one with the other, about 2 s. 4d. 
—Oak Timber, 1 s. 8 d. per Foot ſolid. —The 
Reader, before we go any farther, will be 
pleaſed to make a Diſtinction here, between the 

rice of the Slab- part of the Timber, when 
confidered merely for the Office of Fuel-woad, 
and the Price of the ſaid Slab, after it ſhall 
have been converted to a Plank. —2zd. is the full 
Value of one, and 2s. 4 d. of the other, which, 
allowing for Charge in ſawing, becomes ben 
Times more valuable. | 

As the Value of Timber cf the Oak Species 
becomes enhanced in Proportion botk to the 
peculiar Form ſome of it puts on from the reſt, 
and from the greater Difficulty of obtaining 
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it; we mean in regard to the Diſtinction made 
of Knee- timber; it cannot therefore prove unac- 
ceptable, when the Scarcity of it is ſo well 
known, as oftentimes to retard the Works 
carrying on at the Dock-yards, that we inform 
our Readers, the Means are in the Power 
of Government, not only to leſſen that Scarcity, 
but, in a Series of Years, to convert it again 
into Plenty. It has been obſerved above, in re- 
ſpect to the Wood now waſted for the Fire, that 
in ſome Caſes it might, if rightly applied, be 
rendered of ten Times the Value (2: d. per Foot 
ſolid) it now is: But how will the Reader be 
ſurpriſed when he comes to underſtand, that 
ſome Part of the ſaid Fuel wood might be fo 
managed, as to become of more than twenty 
Times the Value it is now of? This, in Effect, 
would be doing nothing more, than what has 
occaſionally been already done; only with this 
Difference, that where it has been once attended 
to- common Obſervation ſays, it might then 


f 
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be done twenty Time. 26 
Notice has been taken, that when that Part 
of the Slab ſawn from out the Inſide of capital 
Pieces the moſt circular, bearing the neareſt Re- 

ſemblance to the Form of Boat-timbers, (or 
Boat-ribs), have been applied to that Purpoſe, 
the End anſwered thereby was the ſame, as if 

ſuch Ribs had been converted from ſome of the 
moſt difficult Part of the Materials to be got ar, 

the Knee-timber before deſcribed; —therefoje *tis 

to be apprehended, that ſuch choice Pieces of 
the Offa! ought to have been accounted of the 

ſame Eſtimation with the ſmall Knees they 
were ſubſtituted in the Room of, IE 2 
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theſe Knees per Contract is, between 5 and 6L 
per Load, which is above 2s. the Foot ſolid. 

Now, when it comes to be conſidered, that no 
more than one /ixth Part of the ſaid Knees doth 
in the general come to Uſe, when applied to 
the ſaid Purpoſe of making Ribs for Boats; it 
then follows, that every ſuch ſolid Foot of the 
Oaken Materials ſo uſed, being the net Content, 
mult at the loweſt be valued at 12 8. which the 
Reader perceives to be at the Rate of 30 l. per 
Load ;—and, by conſequence, the net Content 
of every ſuch ſolid Foot of the Oaken-flab, which 
either has done, or may hereafter be conſigned to do 
that Office, is to be accounted of the ſame Value : So 
that, inſtead of twenty Times the Value of Fire- 
cd, it might on theſe Occaſions be increaſed to 
„ | 

The foregoing Calculations are not confined 
merely .to the Slab-part, &c. of large Timber, 
{being either ſtraight or Compaſs), under which 
Head they are ranged; but likewiſe extend to 
the Branches and Top-end Part of Trees; thoſe 
in particular we mean, that partaking of the 

Nature of a Curve, are for that Reaſon termed 
Crooks ; Tome of them deriving, as well from 
their Quality, as Form, all the Properties of ſmall 
Knee-timber, for the Uſes above ſpecified. What 
has been advanced in regard to the Crooks, &c. 
may with equal Degree of Truth be urged of 
the Slab-part coming off large Knee-timber, 
which has been experienced, in many Caſes, to 
have done the Duty of the ſmall. 

Human Perception firſt opening on Efe#ts, and 
from thence by flow Degrees aſcending to Cauſes, 
not only in Matters of greater, but likewiſe of 
leſſer Concernment ;, ſo may we be enabled to 
trace out, from whence has in great Meaſure 

TT | F pro- 
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muſt not ſtand ſti 


large Knees have been obliged, through the 
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proceeded” the Searcy 4 Oak-timber i in gene- 
ral, but 19 8 51 ar! of the more precious Part 
of it, TAs Knee-kind we have juſt: now been treat. 
ing o 

we” I or fix x * hundred of theſe, great and wall, 
we find difpoled of in every Ship of the Line, 
ane with the other, in the Royal Navy ; and often 
have we ſeen whole Trees, containing a Load 
and half of Timber, (the net Content required 


not exceeding 9 Feet), applied to theſe Pur- 


Poſes, nay, we may in ſome Reſpects ſay, ſolely 
to theſe Purpoſes, —ſo much of the Stem having 
been converted for that Service, as to have ut- 
terly diſqualified the remaining Part for any 
other but inferior Uſes ;—and yet have the 

uartermen (inferior Officers) done their Duty, 


ſuch Capital Pieces coming nearer the Work, 


than any other of the Materials that could then 


be found. 
Now, in order to probe theſe Things to the 


Bottom, let us, for Diſtinction's fake, admit the 


ſaid Knee-timber to be ranged under x different 
Claſſes, for ſo many at leaſt their various Scant- 
lings in Ship-building ſeem to require; each 
Parcel will then, placing them according to 


their reſpective Ranks, be exhibited in their 


rough State, as containing firſt, 4 and 5 ſolid 
Feet, next 7,—then 13, 20, 27, and laſt of 
all 33 Feet—for a mean Meaſure, one with 'the 
other. Hence then it will follow, that whenever 
the Demands, ſuppoſe, for Inſtance, of the lower 
Order of Knees, 4 and g, ſhould chance to ex- 
ceed the Quantity then in Sore, the want of 
theſe muſt be 917 by the next; — iI be Service 

/ So have we feen, that where, 


Neceſſity of an extraordinary Conſumption of the 
ſmall, 


ſmall, to be converted in their Room ; — the 
Ranks as above have been ſuddenly broke in 
upon; ſo that to do the Duty of ſome of the 
ſuperior Order of Knees, have the Stems of fine 
Compaſ trees been ſubſtituted, although at the 
Loſs of principal Ribs, that would otherwiſe have 
7 a Figure in the Frame of a capital Man of 
ar. | 8 
Having thrown as much Light into this Affair 
as we truſt will be found convenient, in order to 
the diſcovering from whence the Scarcity of 
Knee-timber in particular has in great Part taken 
its Riſe, we intend to add a Word or two more 
in regard to the Top-end or Spire-part of the 
Tree, which leads to the concluſive general Re- 
marks on the Oak-1tmber. 
The want of an Opportunity of keeping al- 
ways in Store a ſufficient Quantity of theſe, and 
indeed other of the inferior Materials, to be 
ready at Hand for the ſeveral Uſes they are 
applicable, has often been attended with appa- 
rent Diſadvantage to the Service: For although, 
on a vigorous and full Converſion of Timber, 
the neceſſary Supplies have for a Time been 
given, yet notwithſtanding has it been very 
manifeſt, that on Failure of ſuch Supplies, 
(which muſt be granted, otherwiſe we have all 
this while been proving nothing), the large 
Materials have been ſubſtituted in their ſtead; 
and if not immediately from the Body of Trees, yet, 
but in Effect the ſame, viz. from ſuch Pieces as 
had been heretofore cut out of them. To con- 
firm this, among the many Proofs we could bring, 
ve need only give an Inſtance in one or two, _ 
It being neceſſary for mak ing of Docks, &c. 
that a convenient Number of Piles ſhould be 
rammed into the Earth for a Foundation to 
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build upon, the Nraigbt Oak Top end. ire Hers 
fore; from a Conſideration of becoming the moſt 
durable, ſelected for that Purpoſe. The Lengths 
are generally from'5 Feet to 10, or thereabour. 
When there has not been a ſufficient Number of 
the reſpective Lengths required, for Example, 
to make the ſhorteſt, thoſe of the longeſt Length 
have been obliged to be cut aſunder ; when a 
Scarcity of the longeſt has happened, thoſe of 
 zvice their Length, to wit, 19 or 20 Feet, have 
been obliged likewiſe. to be cut aſunder, to fill 
up their Place — Hence the Conſequence, when. 
Small. Top-timbers have been wanting in the 
Courſe of repairing Frigates, Ce. and there has 
not been at that Time a. competent Number of 
them—whole Trees, from 60, 70, to 80 ſolid 
Feet (Contents), have been applied to theſe 
Uſes: Vet (as hath been before obſerved) have 
Marks of oY utmoſt Frugality been conſpicuous 
in the Converſion, as to, three, and ſometimes 

our of them, have been moulded from one Free 
only. If therefore three or four hase been 
ſawed.out of one Tree, by the ſame Rule, wilt 
not the future Security of every two, ' three, or 
Faux of ſuch like 7. by 24 to the future 
Preſervation of an Oaten- tree? We could enu- 
merate many more Examples of this Nature; we 
could at the fame Time particulaize che 0. 
rious Uſes as well of the ſupericy as inferior ue. 
rials; but, as this would be deemed ken ub 
they are accordingly omitted.— 80 1 * Hef 
neral Remarks on the Oak-timber. as &. 

That the Reader might not Gk the” ang 
would be. confined: merely” to the Oaten Mute 
rials, of which (as hath been noted before) 
there is more Waſte than'6f oy, other Speties 


of Ti der uſed 1 in His Majefty*s J Tafdi, we have, 
2 for 
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for that Purpoſe, given a ſhort Sketch in rela- 
tion to the Ela and Fir. 10 e theo: with 
the Fir: | 
Such Slabs, or Outfides, which: are und ao 
good, as many of them are, ſawn off from the 
Danezich or Riga Timber, by being converted into 
whole and fit Deal. battens, Pantile-laths, Sc. 
ſome thouſands of Deal-boards would in the Year 
be ſaved, which ſtand the Government in, one 
with the other, near 2 8. a Piece: So that the 
major Part of the Materials aforeſaid, now 
cut out of Deal-boards, would then be furniſhed 
from ſuch Slabs, &c. as at preſent do ſeldom 
come to any other Uſe but the Fire. Beſides, 
when the Privilege is entirely ſtopt, neither will 
the Demand for the aboveſaid Materials of Bat- 
tens, &c. nor indeed for the Deals themſelves, 
be. ſo great as it now is, Many more Ex- 
amples might be given, but let theſe ſuffice. 
Next in regard to the Elm 
The Elm. ſials of a convenient Thickneſs, 
likewiſe all ſuch ſhort Pieces of the ſaid Timber, 
which at preſent. come to very little Uſe, may be 
fawn into Wedges * ; which, together with thoſe 
now converted from decayed 'Elm-timber, ia 
cluding what-might be produced from the other- 
wiſe uſeleſs Pieces of the Oat- -flabs, &c. it'is ap- 
prehended, would not fall ſhort of the Demands 
for almoſt: all the. Wedges there could then be Oc- 
calion for; although there appears to be at pre- 
ſent 40 or 50,000 of theſe Materials expended an- 
nually, 4 in one of His Majeſty's Yards, where 
there are fog above one ſeventh Part of the 
Shipwfights Darke, out of the whole Number 


9 About 18 Inches in Pay ute one „0e. 1d 
attened to a Point at the ether. 7 1 | 4 
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that are employed. But it is to be remembered, 
the above Number includes as well thoſe ſerved 
in by Contract, as thoſe bene in er Yard 
from Elm-timber. 
The Wedges ſerved into His Majeſty 8 Yards 
er Contract, are made either from the Horn- beam, 
or the Beech, and are about 41. 7s. per Thou- 
ſand, (above 1 d. each.) Thoſe provided in the 
Yards, although, it muſt be confeſs'd, ſome 
are made as aforementioned from the derayed, 
yet many thouſands of them are converted from 
the beſt Eim- timber, at no leſs Charge than 3 d. 
or a Groat apiece, which on the aforeſaid Con- 
ſideration of their being ſupplied in general 
from the Slabs, defedtive Stuff, &c.—ſuch ſound 


and good Elm-timber they are now made from, 


muſt then in Courſe be ſaved. 
Mention having been made of ſome of the 
valuable Slabs, &c. being burnt. at the Kilns, 


which we have hinted to be ſomewhat conſider- 


able, to gratify the Reader's Curioſity herein, 
is the following Eſtimate formed. Admitting, as 


there are not leſs than 12 Kilus in the ſeveral 


Dock: yards, that each of them are at work 3 


Months out of the Year ;, that two Fathoms of 


Wood are conſumed at each Kiln, each Day, 
while working ;—the whole annual Conſump- 
tion of Fjre-wood, including the bad with the 
good, will accordingly amount to 1872 Fathoms; 
each Fathom being in Dimenſion, 6 Feet long, 
6 Feet broad, and 2 Feet Well contains 5 


Feet. 
This being the firſt Calculation made of this 


Kind that we remember to have heard of, may 


be ſubject to Error; but before any one objects 
to it, he would FR well to conſider, that ex- 
cluſive of't the Number of large Kilns as above, 
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for ſuppling - of Plant, c. for | Ship-wwork, there 
are other Kilns made uſe of in the Bagt-way, 
beſides a great deal of Wood, expended at the 
ſeveral Pitch-houſes, Sc. Sec. 
Now, was a Foreigner who had. been on his 
Travels, to go about to aſſert, that in the Royal 
— 9 — to a certain maritime State 
through which he paſſed, there were, in Times 
of Peace, three or four hundred Trees of the ſame 
Kind and Goodneſs with thoſe of which the 
Navy was conſtructed, applied to the Uſe 
merely of Fuel-Wood, to burn under their ſeveral 
Coppers, Steam-trunks, Pitch-kettles, &c.— 
a Degree of Credit, according to the Rank 
and Quality of his | Perſon, might at firſt be 
given; but when we had heard him ſay dat it 
vas not foreign Part be meant, but it vas in Great 
Brittain's Countree ,—in de Dock-yars, vich pe- 
long to de Anglis Monark ; vaar de Peepels, de Ar- 
fins, do ſoupe de Plank, —ſteama de Board; ar 
oder: Things; we ſhould. immediately conclude 
he was a Madman. Yet, when we come feri- 
ouſly to reflect upon it, and employ our Reaſon 
for the noble Intendment for which it was given 
us, what is it but in Effect the ſame, that is to 
ſay, whether a certain Number of Timber trees 
were actually cut aſunder into ſhort Lengths for 
- the aforeſaid Uſes, or whether an equal _ 
tity of Wood was conſumed for the ſame Pur- 
poſe ; the Loſs of which would occaſion a De- 
mand for the like Number of Trees ?—This 
ſurely muſt be obvious to every one. 
If the ſaid 1872 Fathom, as aforeſaid, which 
we have conſigned over to the Office of the 
Kilns, &c. be divided by 6, the Quotient gives 
312 Fathom, the Quantity uſed therein, 2. 
in «ach of the Deck-yards, taling them one Te 
101 | 4 the 
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the other. Now, if the Reader is defirqus of 
nowing what Part out of this is equivalent to 
all that Plank and Board mentioned in Page 
29. to have occaſioned a yearly Demand of 
fourſcore and frve Oaken-trees, in only one of His 
Majeſty's Yards, ?—we ſhall inform him, that 
no more than 1-9th Part of the faid 312 
Lathom conſumed. at the Kilns, appears to be 
requiſite; the Solidity in Feet of the ſaid 1-gth 
being equal to the Solidity in Feet of the ſaid 
3: inch Plank, and 1+ inch Board, when put to- 
ether. Or ſhould. it be required, out of every 
aken-tree at that Time converted, to know 
what Quantity of the Slab or Offal-part of 
them would have been ſufficient for the faid 
Purpoſe of Plank and Board ? it is anſwered, 
that taking from the Slab-part of every Tree, 
one with the other, (could ſuch Part have been 
preſeryed), at the rate of eight or tex ſuperficial, 
Feet, which is about one Cubic, Foot—would 
have been ſufficient, and—ſuch a Numbet of 
Trees have thereby been ſaved. We ſhould not 
having given ſo circumſtantial an Account of this 
| Matter, bur only to ſhew, how valuable ſuch a 
| {mall Portion of the choice Part of Slab-Timber, 
as one ſingle Cubit Foot would proye, when Op- 
portunity may invite to manage it properly.— | 
no more in Fro | 


| Of ſuch Conſequence ! that, if no 
* portion than eight or ten ſuperficial, equal to ons 
Cubic Foot as aforementioned, was taken from p 
che Slabs of every Oaken-tree, . an equal Quantity, | 
| of Plank and Beard would as effectually be fur- | 
| niſhed this Way, in the ſeveral Dock-yards, ia 

i Proba - 


| Time of Peace, as might otherwiſe in a 


\j bility (ſhould the Service require it) have beeg 
| converted from the Body-part of between three | 
and four bundred Trees, If therefore an Ap- | 


pointme 


EF #'} 

25 Mit 84 © 70- pet ery 1 \ o Yd T7 $i * 
Foibtideve uk the Rire of aus bud Foot, oma 
he Slabs of each Tree, one with the other, in 7x 
of three h alone, would tend to an an¹ννl 
auUINE above three hundred Trees ;—what. 


1 


* 


ing 0 

7 * not be expected from a right Applica- 
tion of the Remainder, and of all the re of the. 
Slabs, c. &c. that would then become uſeful ?. 

To be ſure it muſt be very notorious, that 
could all the old and defeive Mood, together with. 
the uſeleſs Part of the Slab, be reſerved for the 
Kilns, little elſe would be wanting: No Neceſſity, 
then, for the Deſtruction of ſo much as a fb 
Foot of valuable Timber; whereas at preſent 
there appeat to be ſeveral Thouſand 7 to 
that Service every Year: Reaſons for which 
being already given, we have now only to add a 
Remark or two, we have occaſionally made to 
corroborate the above, in order that the 
Reader may be the better enabled to form a 
Judgment of theſe Things himſelt. | 

For want of a conſtant Supply of Firing for 
the Purpoſe of the Kilns, we have often ob- 
ſerved, when worſe Stuff was not at Hand, that 
Recourſe has been had to fine Oat- labs, from 
Which Planks might have been produced from 
10 to 20 Feet and upward in Length. The Value 
of theſe, according to their different Breadths, 
would have amounted from 38. to 208. each: 
For when Planks have been ſawed out of Slabs 
of ſimilar, Dimenſions with thoſe we are now 
ſpeaking of, ſuch Planks have been eſtimated at 
the like Value. EF 13 

It muſt yet remain upon the Reader's Me- 
mory, that having, in the former Part of this 
Eſſay, endeavoured to ſhew from whence the 
Breach of the Artificer's Privilege did p- incipaly 
aniſe, it immediately followed, that, ns 
Arne G | = 
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moſt of the capital Pieces of Timber in general 


at this Time cut with a Saw, were formerly hewn 
with an Axe, that the Workmen, believing them. 


ſelves to be thereby abridged of their ancient 


Privilege, having had no Conſideration of any 
Kind whatever made to them in lieu thereof, 
had been tempted, on ſome Occaſions, from the 


many Opportunities they were daily ſurrounded 


with, to apply to their own Uſe ſuch- like Parts 
of che Outſides or Slabs of the Timber now ſaw- 
ed, as were accuſtomed formerly to have been 
hewed off, &c.” If therefore, ſays the Reader, 
who hath been let into the very juſt Repreſenta- 
tion of the People's Grievances ;—if, ſays the 
Man of Candor, this be the true State of their 
Caſe, and that there are ſome Grounds for be- 
lieving themſelves abridged of what uſed to be 
accounted their rightful Perquilite ;—why then 
are we ſo much to wonder, while Opportunity 
laſts, which may be confidered as the great In 

to, ard an Encourager. of, an Abuſe of their Pri- 
dilege, that they ſhould occaſionally make, free 
with ſuch-like Parts of the Timber they were 
accuſtomed formerly to hew off with the Axe; 
or if this ſhould be with-held from them, (which 
appears in the foregoing Caſe of Supplies granted 
for the Uſe of the Kilns), with ſuch of the /mal! 


Materials as ſcem moſt convenient for their Pur- 


poſe ?? 

We muſt confeſs we ſhould not have entered 
fo minutely into this Affair, but from a tho- 
rough Perſuaſion that every Thing hath been in- 
ſinuated which the Art af Man could ſuggeſt, to 
this Effect, that no Saving whatever would 
ariſe to the Government from any Regulation of 
this Kind: But when the Reader comes to be 
informed, that the diſloyal Propagators of ſuch 

Untruths 


[ 4] 

Untruths conſiſted either of thoſe who had 
been intereſted in the Deſtruction of the Na- 

tional Timber themſelves, or of ſuch as were 

cloſely connected with em, —he can be no 

longer ſurpriſed. —Where an Officer in the Pay 

of the Public firmly believes that an Alteration 
in the Department to which he either now be- 

longs, or did belong, would evidently tend 

to Public Utility, and either with- holds or 

keeps back, or cauſes to be with-held or kept 
back, the Means in his Power, conducive to 

that End, can we ſay ſuch an Officer acts be- 
coming his Station? Or, if he ſhould chance 
to have accumulated a Fortune in the Service of 
the Public, will not his Fault be aggravated ſtill 
the more? — Should he not — ought he not to 
embrace every Occaſion, ſtimulated as well by 
Gratitude as Duty, toward being inſtrumental 
in /erving the Public? If he neglef7s doing theſe 
Things, can he be deemed a /oyal Servant ? Yer, 
till farther, ſhould any Man, becauſe he would 
not ſet about the doing any Good him/elf, ſeek 
to diſappoint the doing of it in another Perſon ; 
and not only to diſappoint, bur cruelly, though 
artfully, to cauſe a good Man to diſpoſſeſs him 
of his Right ; — to take his Bread from hirn; 
and—not to ſtop here, but to endeavour to tear 
from him his Reputation too? — Surely, if any 
Man, or Number of Men, ſhould hereafter be- 
have ſo as to fall under this Deſcription, it would 
be very difficult to know by what Name to call 
them, as the Offence would become not only 
of a private, but alſo of a public Nature. — But 


1 


to return from this Digreſſion to the Matter in 
The Scarcity of Oał- timber rendering it highly 
expedient that all poſſible Means ſhould be 
wy G 2 uled, 


be doubted, at the low Wages af 7. 
expedient, therefore, to permit the Shiowrights, 


uſed, which might tend 1 Conſump+ 


tion of ſo valuable a Commodity, eſpecially ag 
that of the Enghſs:Prodution is: it is the 

to he preſumed, that if any Man had a Scheme 
to. offer to the: Government, whereby. only one. 
Sixth, d of the ple Tim ar would + ens 

and the Money, to be granted, in co 

thereof, was m more in Efe#Z t — — 
been humbly ſuggeſted; that: l Flan a 
if ide lau of 
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Pounds per Annum, ab el | 

An Extenſion of the 2 "a 36d 
thereby the great Increaſe, of Navigation, mak- 
ing it neceſſary, that a. more.re{defFeble Navy, 
than ever ſhould. be kept up in Tins; of pai 
found Peace 3 hence it is pre ſumed, that. ae 
more Hands muſt be entered, ot the pre 
Number borne, will be found. inadequa 
everal Services required to be Wa Fee in. 
Building, Repairing, &c, Ac, Nom, pps 
to prevent ſo great a Number of Artizans, &c. 
being kept in conſtant Pay in Time of Peace, 
as otherwiſe in all Probability there would have 
been Occaſion for, (could ſuch a Number of good. 
Hands have been procured, which 3 is. e 

1 


and One Penny per Day), it hath been tho ught. 


wk A, pe tent Number of the. 
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nen and Labrurers, to be employed one; Tide 


exira, (an Hour and a Half over the common 
Day's Work), during Six Months, in the Sum- 
mer - ſraſon, to wit, from the Firſt of April to 
the Thirty- firſt of September, incluſive. Whan 
the real Amount of the ſaid: one Tide: extra is. 
ve cannot exactly ſay; but if it does not come 
under the Sum of. Eighieen Thouſand Pounds per 
Annum, which there is Reaſon ta believe, an Ads 
dition to /his, of no more than Seven or: Eights 
thouſand. Pounds, will be all that can be requir- 
ed; and the fame Buſineſs, it. is humbly appre- 
hended, will, be ben done, from working only 
Lure Days, all tbe. Tear round, with ſuch addi- 
tienal Mages, as there would now be, were the 
People to continue to be employed the-faid one 
Tide extra for Six Months. As this ſeems: to 
ingly to obſerve, that as the Service will, in all 
Likelihood, gain Three Quarters of an Hour's 
Time, one Day with another, throughout the 
Year, (very little leſs of the Workmens Time be- 
ing taken up in providing and mating up their 
Bundles of Hire: wood), conſequently, then, the; 
ſaving of the ſaid Three Quarters of an Hour each: 
Day, for Twelve Months, mult be the ſame as the: 
ſaving of an Hour and 4 Half each Day for Six, 
Months; this being equivalent to, as it appears; 
to be the exact Meaſure. of, the Over. time li- 
mited for working the aforeſaid extra of one Tide- 
for the Summer- ſeaſon; which, on a Preſump- 
tion of, the Privilege being ſtopped, there can- 
not then, in the preſent Poſture of Affairs, be. 
any Neceſſity for. „ 2043 e eee 30 
We haye hinted, before, that, if ſaving only - 
the one tb Part of the Oal. timber would be 
the Reſult of the. propoſed. Regulation, ſports: 
5 ally 
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ally at a Time when the Searcity of it is T\ unto 
ally acknowledged, it would be an Argument 
ſtrong enough to recommend it to all thoſe who 
are acquainted with the real Eſtimation of that 
Material. What is the Value of 6 or 8000 J. 
per Annum (for, although the additional Wages 
may amount to 25000 l. yet it can virtually 'be 
looked on as no more), to the ſaving of a /ixth 
Part of the Engliſh Oak-timber ? But—what is 
the Value of the aforeſaid 6 or 8000 l. even ad- 
mitting it were 10000]. when put in competition 
with the future Preſervation and , Security of a 
Third Part of the Oak-timber now expended in 
His Majeſty's Yards ?— beſides a great deal of 
the Elm and Fir Materials, &c. &Cc. dc. ay 
hath been before evinced. 

A Gentleman of known Veracity and exten- 
ſive Knowledge, both in Ship-building and in the 
Value of the Materials they are made from, (r now 
independent of His Majeſty's Yards), has given 
it as his ſteady Opinion, and was ready, if called | 
upon, to aſſert it in any Place whatever, that 
* when the /oft Time, and all other Things were 

conſidered, the Government, by ſuch a Regula-, 
tion, would fave not leſs than 40000 l. per An- 
num. On a Suppoſition then of 2 5000l. being 
granted in lieu of Privilege, —if any Credit is to, 
be given to the above, the Government would. 
then ſave 150001, per annum. And of this 
very few People will doubt, when they come to, 
be arm that the Quantity of the various, 
Sorts of the Vooden Materials, conſiſting of the 
Good, Bad, and Indifferent, to ſupply near, 
Five thouſand People, who do all, more or leſs, 
lay claim to the Privilege, cannot, in all human 
Probability, ſtand the Government 1 in leſs than 
8881 per Annum; out of WhiCh, as the ſav- 
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ihg of the Time is to be eſteemed as the ſaving of 
o S th, Money as ſuch Time is found to > be 


worth, there will be required to be given no 


more chan 8 or 100001. at fartheſt. 

As the Pamphlet we are now enlarging upon, 
has appeared without a Name, we have thought 
it neceſſary to ſay ſomething of the Author of 
it,—We ſhould not, indeed, "have obtruded this 
upon the Reader, but on preſumption that he 
will ſee little or no Impropriety therein, when 
he comes to be acquainted with the Reaſons for 
introducing it. 

The Writer of the Pamphlet on the Oak- 
timber, entitled, An Earneſt Addreſs to the People 
of England, Fe in April laſt, holds a Place 
of Truſt, of between 2 and 3000 l. a Lear, in 
one of the Royal Doct yards, being an Inſtru- 
ment under the immediate Direction of the Clerk 
of the Checque, for meaſuring and keeping the Books 
of the Sawyers Works, This Employment, about 
40 or 30 Years ago, uſed to be tranſacted by 
the Second or Third Clerk in the ſaid Office; 
but of latter Years, agreeable to a ſtanding 
Order from the Honourable Navy-Beard. the 
Perſon or Perſons appointed to do the Duty 
of that Branch, muſt have been Shipwrigbrs : 
And the Reaſons are very obvious, both from 
their being better Judges in what Manner the 
Sawyers ought to perform their Work, &c. 
and from their being leſs liable ro be deceived 
or umpoſed on in the Courſe of Meaſuring. No 
Place wi. atever in the Yard, where a Man ſhould 
chance to be of a ſpeculative Turn, could afford 
ſuch a Field for Variety of Ob/ervation and Ex- 
periment relative to the Hints conveyed in that 


Pamphlet, as in this Department; and it appears 


that he hath made ſome Uſe of them. Suffice 
90 
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5 ar] Penh By, that 1 Peinghles 125 
made its arance, ome 

Hints of chat Tendency had been, fent to chte 

Aamiralty-Office, if we are rig pay informed, 
about the Year 1758, when a poſition was 
humbly offered to allow the Worltaes Three- 
9 80 per Day, in lieu of their Privilege. This 
being in the very Height of War, it proved to 
be very unſeaſonably introduced: Yet, that there 
was ſome Degree of Merit in the Propoſal, ma 

be concluded from the Anſwer. giv ſoon 5 

ter, by the then Preſident of that Board, to p 
Nephew of his Grace the Duke of Newcaftit's.; 
which was, that * when there came a Peace; 
the Affair would be conſidered, for it required 

a great deal of Conſideration ; and that the Au- 
thor ſhould be rewarded.” At the famic Time; 
the Commendations given, thereon by the Comp- 
troller of His Majefty's Navy, ought not to be 
concealed from the Notice and ſpecial Regard of 

ebe Public. When the Propoſer waited of the 
Comptroller, ( (Judging it expedient fo.to do), to 
fignity chat he was the Author, the Compirollep 
mimediately let him know, that it bad already 
gurt with his Approbution; that it Was. @ Scheme 

| be (the Comptroller) ould always be an Adve- 

1 rate for; that be foreſaw it — fend to Public 

Utility, and to effectuate which, at . convenient 

Opportunity, he would uje bis utmoſt Endravaurs, 

| Being prompted thereto, not only from Duty, but 

| Inclination. | 

| The . Jealouſy of his ſuperior Officers ſoon | 
1 berame conſpicuous to him, after they had re- 
| 

| 


I ceived Intelligence of the Propoſirion made to 
| the Board of Admiralty, To cut the Matter ſhort, 

Paſſing oyer many Inſtances of unmanly and un- 
- &yrrous Treatment, he at different Times re- 
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ceived from ſome of the infericr Officers and 
Clerks, who were partly encouraged thereto by 
a Smile of Approbation from their Supertors ; 
we are now to ſpeak of the Rerward he hath 
hitherro met with, for an Atempt to do Good, 
Firſt, then, from thoſe who by the Naty- Board 
are ſtyled the ReſpeFive Officers of His Majeſty's 
Yards: In the Month of Avguſt 1763, this 
Man, by the joint Opinion and Advice of 
the then Maſter Shipwright, Stcrekeeper, &c. to 
the Clerk of the Checque, in a Curia per ſe conſti- 
uta, was by him diſmiſſed from his Employ- 
ment of Meaſurer of the Sawyers Works to tho 
ſaid Clerk of the Checque. gt 

_ Secondly, in regard to the Reward he mer 
with from the Navy-Board themſelves : In conſe- 
quence of a Memorial foon after preſented to 
Ni Honourable Board, Five of the Commiſſion- 
es came down to the Dock-yard to inquire 
p=ifonally into the Reaſons of his Diſmiſſion; 
and indeed it might be ſaid that al the Navy- 
Board were there; for ubi major pars eſt, ibi eſt 
Sardis * 
The Names of the ſeveral Commiſſioners, in or- 
der for the farther Encouragement of every Man, 
whether in Office or out of Office, to perſevere 
in his Duty; to comport himſelf properly, as 
is fit and becoming his Station; and to the fu- 
tare Prevention of every undue Exertion of 
Authority to oppreſs, are here recorded, viz. 
GEORGE CockBURNE, E/; Comptroller ,— 
Rrcuaryd BaTELy, Ei; Surveyor ;, —EDmunD 
Matos, EJ, Clerk of the As; — Timoray 
Barr, i and — Admiral Sir Joun Bent- 
LY : who together, after an Examination into 
the Perits of his Complaint, carriet on with 
Heat Juagwent and Temper, found the Partida. 
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lars contained in the Memoria? t6'bÞ n the 
Pretext. whereon. was grounded the 8090 gf MWg. 
Diſmilfion, unjuſt; and being therefore of Obi 
nion, from the Evidence at that Time produc 
that the Memorialiſt had been very 11 e 
(eyery one of his Officers when called in ſep 
rately before the Board, giving Teſtimonials of 
his general good Behaviour); — they, the Cm. 
miſſioners of His Majeſty's Navy, were pleaſed, 
ſoon after their Return to their Office in Crutch- 
ed-Friars, to ſend down an Order to reinſtate 
him in his Place, and that he Gould 1 
down his Time from the Date of the ſald Me- 
morial.— So much in ſupport of the Honour our, © - 
tegrity, and Dignity of the Na- Board. at 
Io the above we. ſubmit one Remark,” ind 
then to the Concluſion : If any of the Heid 5 

Officers who either did then, or do now 'belon, 
to His Majeſty's Yard, were conſcious, "at the 
Time this Propoſition was made, that, in ref Re 
to the Standing Orders herein recited 0 
Honourable Navy- Board, their Conduct was = 
pans; | en ens ee 1 7 1 4 
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to aver, in the Face of The ets no 15 ho 

was by him at any Time made, 
We need make no farther Apolo Ae this 

Digreſſion, as every good Being will 

of Satisfaction {ſpringing up in Jas Mind, 

he hears, of Relief being given to a Man who 5 
ſuffered i in the Cauſe of Truth, ar d the reby, In 

all Probability, an End put to  ſoch- like inal 

and rd +} ee for the future. 0 7" * 
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4A SUMMARY os r WHOLE. 

ii Nr rosen 3 (18 DESNSSI0O3) 218 
HAVIN G endeavoured, from an Examina- 

tion into the Nature and Reaſon of the Thin: 

itſelf. - the great Rule and Evidence às well in 
theſe as all other Matters, to prove the Right 
the Artificers, &c. of His Majeſty's Tards, have 
at all Times had to the Privilege of the Maſte- 
wood or Chips, they, in the common Courſe of 
their Work, did make with their Tools, either in 
the Operation of bewing with the Axe, or in 
dubbing, as it is termed, with the Adze, &c.; 
and-having likewiſe pointed out the Source from 
whence this Privilege did proceed, namely, from 
Opportunity; its Progreſs and general bad Ten- 
| dency, from the Prevalency of Cuſtoms which 
that Opportunity had introduced, and which, it 
was, preſumed, were grown ſtill more dangerous 
and Jelttuctive, from the want of adding to the 
m 


wre comfortable Support of ſo laborious and 
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vleful a Body of People; who, from the Small- 


1105 their Wages,—the enhanced Prices of all 
nds of Proviſion, and of every common Neceſſa- 
of Lite om the long and unſettled Times 
ay | 


1 


of ayment, were become real Objects of Conlide- 
* that another Cauſe of the Miſapplication 
of the inferior Materials, more particularly of the 
Oal, gtoſe from great Quantities of it being now 
cut with a Jaw, Which formerly were accuſtomed 
by 1 e Workmen to be heed ; for that, believ- 
ing themſelyes to be thereby abridged of their 
ancient Privilege, and not having any Conſide- 
jon made to them in lieu of it, they had been 
| fame Occaſions, to make free with 
the mall Materials as aforeſaid; which, whoever 
1s acquainted with the Conſtitution of the Yards, 
MU? A "5 "EM | and 


SO Nathte'd? the C fee of thiſe who! mote 
| Immed; CA have the Niretteon of theſe People, 
Wuff know that” it is im poffible at a Nuimes to 
keep, them from. — 80 2 7 and various ate tſie 
Opportunities whereby they may elude the moſt 
ſtriet Obſervance of their Officers. 

In the next Place is made known why ihe 
Artificeis, &c. are, that ancient Uſage and Cul. 
tom hath eſtabliſhed this Privilege toz that nor 
only the Shipzrizht claims a Title therein, tut 
| Pkewile the Caulter, the Wheekoright, Block- 

maker, Oar - mater, Henſe - carpenter, Joiner 

nay that, in ſome Degree, it extended tothe 
Nen Labour ers, Quarier. b vs, and to the 
Spinners of Oalum who were all, ſome way or 
other, connected with the Shipwright, Now, as 
every Day brought along with it ſome kind of 
Proof, that the Quantity of I}: od, of which eicher 
the large or ſmall Clips conſiſted, could not be 
be all made by the Workmen if the Courſe of 
their Buſineſs, that to {vpply the Exigencies of 
near 5000 People, (Mertmen, Apprenticts,” and 
Labourcrs, c. ). the natural Waſte produced In 
one Day, muſt, at all Times, be found niuf- 
"cient; — in order therefore to form ſome tele 
Table Judgment for its being ſo, a Calculation 
was made of the Quantity of Wood ſuppoled to 
be carried out of one of His. Maj ys Yards only, 
where there were 450 Shipwrights at that Tine 
employed ; that allowing to every ſuch Ship- 
wright and his Apprentice, one Cubic Foot, 
Lach Working-day throughout the Year, rejeR- 
ing the other Workmen and Labourers, who 
were above half as many in Numer) the (de 

amounted. to 2817 Load.” | 72 
That it being a, received Mirim in the: wy 


Yate Yards (where the Artificers have the like 
Privilege), 


Privilege), that the Loſs which the Merchant- 
builder ſuſtains in converting of . HOber i 
general, does never exceed a ird Part of the 
Timber ſo converted; — by the ſame Rule the 
uſeleſs Wood and. Chips, 8 in the King's 
Yards, ought not to. have been any more: 
Now, that it greatly exceeds this, there is Rea- 
ſon to conclude from an Eſtimate taken of the 
whole Amount of the Oak, : Eln, and Fir Mate- 
rials, expended for five ſucceſſive Years, in 
Time of Peace, which came to 4360 Load, a 
Mean for each Year, for the ſaid Yard, where 
the 450 Shipwrights (as above) were employed. 
Hence then it muſt be obvious, that one Third 
of this would have been no more than 1453 
Load ; whereas it appearing from the aforeſaid 
Calcuiation, that 2817 Lead was appropriated 
to the Uſe of the Workmen, &c. we accord- 
ingly. find, that the Quantity fo applied, falls 
very little ſhort of the π] ¹ᷓ Thirds. When, there- 
fore, the annual Deficiencies of Timber in- 
curred in the ſaid five Years, come to be con- 
ſidered, likewiſe the Quantity of ſuch Part of 
the Wooden Materials as were applied to the 
Purpoſes of the Kilus; we doubt not but the. 
above Calculation of 2817 Load will be the 
leſs ſubject to Error. N 3 
But, that we might not build entirely upon 
ſuch random Calculations, which, by the Gene- 
rality of People, may be treated as too vague 
and! uncertain . wholly to be relied on, we have, 
in the next Place, in order to corroborate the 
above, and at the ſame Time to demonſtrate 
-a-Proportion between what is, and what is not 
actually applied to the Uſe of the Service, intro- 
duced an Experiment of the exact Meaſure, 6r 
ner Content, of all the Oaken Materials a ppertain- * 
3 mg 


= 
” 


eo * £4 


L 


ing to a Third-rate Ship of 74 Guns, which, 
having carefully reviſed, we found not to have 
exceeded the Sum of 37500 cubic Feet, — 
equal 10,4150 Load. That whereas, it appear» 
ing there was commonly expended in building a 
Ship of that Force and Magnitude, between 3 
and 4000 Load, it became hence diſcoverable, 
that, reſpecting, ſuch of the Oak-materials as 
were expended, —no more than one Third had 
been uſed in the Service ——From an annual 
Converſion of jen thouſand Oak-trees, for keep-. 
ing in repair, building, and rebuilding. the Royal 
Navy, it muſt. be confeſſed, that many will be 
the Defects in Timber, that will unavoidably 
happen, — much will be. found unſerviceable, 
and Loſſes from Neceſſity will ariſe; the Timber 
mult firſt be ſawed ;—afterwards be trimmed ; 
and the peccant Parts thrown aſide: yet might 
all this be effected (other Men's Obſervation, 
and our own Experience confirming] at the Loſs 
in general of no more than ane third Part of 
the Oaken Timber ſo converted. This being 
granted, and the Validity of the foregoing. Ex- 
periment depended. on. we are inclined to be- 
lieve, that, by ſuch an Amendment, a third Part. 
of theOak-timber would be ſaved—beſides a Great: 
Quantity of Fuel-wood, ae 
Having done with this Experiment, the next 
Thing that occurs, relates to a Demonſtration 
af on Value of the Slab, or Offal-timber, great 
Part of which is now deſtroyed at the Kilus: 
that, in many Caſes, the choiceſt Part of it 
might be ſo applied, as to become of ten Times. 
the Value it is now- of (Two-pence Halfpenny 
a Foot ſolid, at the moſt) when conſidered mere- 
ly for the Office. of .Fael-2wo0d, — on ſome Occa>, 


ſions, {gulp Ms ad. on, others, the Value: 
4 might 


+ Ee 1 


IL. fn 1 
miebrbe iereaſed even to mY eli 8; muede 
No doubt but to man People, nay, even to 
ſome who have been Wen up to Shiptorightyy, 
ſuch an Aſſertion would have appeared at firſt 
incredible, till they had ename the Proceſs 
which confirms it. 

So many indeed are the Uſes of dhe Slab- 
part of this Species of Timber, that. to enu- 
merate them all in a Deſign of this Nature, 
would be ſuperfluous, and, conſidering the 
Limits of a common Pamphlet, impracticable: 
therefore they are particularized only in one or 
two Inſtances, namely, as they would furniſh a 
conſtant Supply for the Demands of all ſuch 
Plank and Board therein mentioned, to be now 
converted from ſound Oak-trees of 80 or 100 
Tears Growth. Likewiſe, in regard to Supplies 
in the Boat-way, the Slabs would be greatly 
uſeful, as they, together with ſome of the infe- 
rior Materia's now miſapplied, would fave: 4 


Parts in 5 of the very /carce and valuable Oak-" 
timber, now deſtined for that Service,—either in 


the Roy al Yards at home, or for the Uſe of His 
e Plantations abroad; ; —beſides the Over- 
Plus of the ſaid Materials, which at all Times 


would become of the utmoſt Advantage to the 


private Boat-builder.” After this follows an Ob- 
ſervation, demonſtrating in effect, that the Pre- 
ſervation of the inferior, will moſt affuredly tend 
to the Security of the ſuperior Materials—the 


Top-end, or Spire-part, to the Trunk, or Body- 
gart of the Tree: An End is then put to the 


General Remarks on the Oak-timber. 
Now, in order to prove that the Saving would 


not be wholly confined to the Species of Tĩm- 
ber 1150 treated of, we are made acquainted, that, | 


by 


1 56 J 


oy #-propet Appleation” of ſome of ti ,, 
Sc. of the Rags, ſome Thouſands' if Deal- , 
Boards Heagh abeut 2 8. Value) would in the 
Fear be ſavec' That in feſpect to the Elm- 
timber, a large Quantity of this would likewrlt 
be preſerved, "as the beſt Part of it is but too 
often applied to ſuch Purpoſes, as the very” 
worſt, together with the Slabs of the ſaid Mate- 
rials, would at all Times be more than ſufficient” 
for: This is exemplified in ſome of the Work- 
men's Implements under the Denomination 'of 
Wedges, a great many Thouſands of which, in 
the Year, are now cut out of Plans, that were 
ſawed from the Body: part of ſound Elm: trees.” 

In the next Place, a Calculation is formed 
(which is ſubmitted) of the Quantity of Wood 
burnt at the ſeveral Kilns, &c. &c, which in one 
Year, in all His Majeſty's Yards, is ſuppoſrd to 
amount to not leſs than 1872 Fathoms : rhe" 

Dimenſions of each Fathom, being in Length 

6 Feet, — Breadth 6 Feet, and Depth 2 Feet, 
contains each 72 ſquare Feet of Wood, either 

of the good, bad, or indifferent. Upon the whole,” 

it ſhould ſeem highly probable, that the future 

Security of the — Slabs, now burnt at the 
Kilns or elſetobere, together with ſuch other of thè 

20 ful Materials, would tend to the annual Pre- 

jervation of ſeveral bundred Oak-trees, : "ripe; 
Film-<trees, and much Fir- timber, Sc. 

From the ſaving of Timber, we are Gray: 
led-to a Conſideration of the Value of the Time, 
now-lolt to; the Service, in conſequenee of the” 
Artificers Privilege in looking out for, makins, anck⸗ 
bundling up their Chips. And herein, by way of * 
Ihuſtration, we beg leave to add a Remark or 
two, not iekefro e notice of. * 
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That, as the Caſe now ſtands, the Government 
is not only at the Expence of providing ſome of 
the ben of the Materials for this Purpoſe, and 
actually pays for the Time neceſſary to prepare 
ſuch Materials for the Workmen's Uſe, 
but is at the Charge too of ſawing great Part 
of them; which, admitting it were no more 
than one Zenth Part of the whole Expence of 
Sawyers Work, muſt, notwithſtanding, amount 
every Year to above 12001. That, beſides the 
Time waſted in procuring their Bundles of Fuel. 
wood, that of grinding and ſharpening their Tools, 
ſhould be likewiſe, thought on : the Dama 
done to the Axe and Saw, from a conſtant Ata 
tention to provide for their Families, muſt be re- 
paired; and the Time neceſſary to do it in, 
among ſuch a Number of People, will, on this 
1 be ſome what conſiderable. Farther, 
that if the Door of Opportunity to this deep- 
rooted Privilege ſhould be hereafter Hut, —ano- 
ther will ſhortly be opened, — the Door of Order, 
through which we could anticipate many and 
laſting Advantages that would accrue to the Ser- 
Vice, as well in reſpect to the greater Durability 
of the Materials, from their being then diſpoſed 
of in fit and convenient Places to dry and ſeaſon 
in, as likewiſe in regard to the Time that would 
be on that Occaſion ſaved. But of the latter 


only it becomes us at preſent to ſpeak, and of 
that briefly. _ | 

As Things are now circumſtanced, the ſmall 
Materials muſt be firſt ſought after, perhaps all 
round the Yard, then brought to the Pits to be 
ſawed; and if none of the Materials purveyed 
fou can be found, which is too often the Cale, 
after the Loſs of the beſt Part of the Morning 

or Afternoon;—the People are obliged to m_ 
go I whi 


' = — — — — — 
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while they are provided from out of the large 
Materials be Service muſt not be retarded: 
When therefqre, ,.as many of the inferior 
Materials as can poſſibly be, are ſtored up, ſo 48 
to be ready at Hand to ſupply the immediate 
Call of the Work man, the Time which for want 
of ſuch a Regulation is now laſt, being in no 
Degree inconſiderable, muſt conſequently then 
be /aved. Likewiſc, when more of the Mate- 
rials come to be /awwed than what there are at 
preſent, which will then be practicable; the 
Time ſaved muſt on this Account too become 
{till more valuable. 1 7 1 
From an attentive Regard to all which we 
are emboldened to aſſert, what we do moſt ſin- 
cerely and honeſtly believe, that the Value of 
the Time, which will be then ſaved, might, at 
the loweſt Eſtimation, be rated at half the au- 
ditional Mages required, even ſhould the Money 
granted in lieu of their Privilege, amount to 25 
or 26000 l.“ per Annum; the Time that is pre- 

1 ſumed 


* Altho' in Time of War, when the Shipeorights'and 
Caulkers were employed two Tides extra, and oceafionally 
more. they would then have willingly furrendered up their 


Privilege, on condition of Three Pence being added to 
their Day-pay, which (excluſive of the faid extra) would 
have amounted to 2s. 4d. ; ſo have they now more Rez. 

on to expect, and accordingly do humbly ſolicit, in Time 


of Peace, that their Wages, to compenſate for the Loſs; of 


_ Privilege, might be augmented to half a Crewn per Day, 
no Addition having been made to their Pay, ſince the Year 


1636, when Proviſions of all Kinds were 75 per Cent. 


cheaper than they now are. — In hopes therefore, that a 


Conſideration of what has been ſet forth in regard to 


"2 the Sufferings of this People, may not fail to work on the 
_ Humanity of Government, the Calculation of 25cool. is ſo 


formed, as to admit of an' Allowance of Five-pence a Day, 


ia lien of Chips, to the Shipavright and Caulter, Whee!- 


awxight 
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ſumed vill then be ſaved. being found to be in | 
Proportion thereto, when compared to the bare | 
working Hours of the longeſt and ſhorteſt Days: | 
In which Calculation the Pes of general Muſter 
and of cuſtomary Refreſhment, are in Courſe left 
out. Now, as there appears to have been a 
Neceſſity, for Reafons aforegiven, for keeping 
uP a more reſpectable Navy than heretofore in 
Time of Peace, to employ the Shipwrights, Cc. 
one Tide extra, (an Hour and half over the com- 
mon Day's Work), in Courſe of the fix Summer- 
months ;—on this Conſideration, the Sum to 
be granted in lieu of Privilege becomes a mere 
_Trifte, when put in Competition with the Value | 
of the Materials of every Kind and Denomina- 
tion, whether of Mood, Iron, or Cordage, that will 
then revert to the Government. Few Peo-- 
ple, after they are made acquainted with the 
real Value of the Time that will by ſuch a Re- 
gulation be ſaved, can, with the leatt Plauſi- 
bility imaginable, any longer urge the Utility 
of working the ſaid extra, when, as hath been 
already evinced, by the Addition of 7 or 8000 1. | 
or perhaps not ſo much, 10 that Expence, the | 
- fame Buſineſs will be performed, and as many of 
the Materials ſaved, as ſtand the Government in, 
at prime Coſt, betwWesd 80 and 100,000 l. per 
Annum the People thereby compenſated, and 
ſet above the Reach of Temptation to enter into 
foreign Service, while their Country, by adding to 
the more comfortable Relief of to 2, ul! a Body 
f Artizans— reaps the ſolid Advantages ot their 
5 . © Security. 


.. wright and Blockmaker ;—to the Apprentices of theſe, Three- 

pence ; the like 4 all thoſs whom ancient Uſage and Euſtom 
hath eftabliſhed it to, of which particular Mention is made 
in Page 52. as being all, in ſome. Degree or other, con- | 
 »neQted with the Shipauright. | h | 


Wide Jen 150 sten 
Security. 


q enter LI a minute Difqviſiich 


of the ſeveral ae accruing from the 


propoſed Amendment, of the Royal Dock-yards, 


= thereby to demonſtate with Certainty what 


* 


the ſaving to the Crown would be, is a Taſk too 
difficult for any one Man to under: Yet 
notwithſtanding, if we may be allowed to form 


a Conjetture thereon, we take the Liberty to de- 


clare what we believe, and do think we have 
ſolid Grounds for believing, that, all Things con- 
ſidered, the Saving in Money cannot amount to 
leſs than 120001. per Annum. And if the Emo- 
lument was to be no more than five Sbillings, it 
is preſumed, that ſuch a Scheme would be 
thought eligible,—even from the Preſervation 
merely of ſuch a vaſt Quantity of uſeful * Tim- 
ber;—eligible to every Well-wiſher to his Coun- 
try, who but for a Moment would diveſt him- 
ſelf of Prejudice and Miſrepreſentation, and 
condeſcend with Temper to form his Judgment 
from the Evidence of 7 nab, . Mai- 
ters of Fact. 
The above, n+ hüte i is herein con- 
tained, we humbly ſubmit to the Candour of 


ſuch of our Readers, whom in particular we 


addreſſed ourſelves to in Page 8. Theſe were 
Jo the Lovers of Order—to them who had an 
Eye to the general Good, and who were Encouragers 


and Promoters of the Cauſe of Truth; in which 


we promiſed to give them all ſuch Gratification as 
the truly patriotic, the good Man alone is entitled to, 
via. An Opportunity of adminiſtering to the more 
come 


It was an Obſervation of the preſent Comptroller of 
07 Majeſty's Navy, before any Experiments touching theſe 
atters were made, that If zo Money was to be ſaved, 
even the preventing of the Miſapplication of Timber, &. 


Was a ſufficie nt Recommendation of itſclf.” 
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be Relief of 2 bis aan, while 
le is thereby adding to the Wealth, Power, and | 
Dignity of the Nation.” Now, if it be found, 
that we have complied with our Engagemegt 
to the ke doubt not, but the little | 
Pains we have taken in the common Cauſe, and 
in the Cauſe of Truth, —will be ſucceeded by 


his * 


THE END. 
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